
  
 
 

Brooks Museum Announces The Brilliance of  
Tiffany: Lamps from the Neustadt Collection  

 
Exhibition Provides In-Depth Look at Tiffany Studios  

On View October 12, 2012 – January 13, 2013 
 

Memphis, TN (October 5, 2012) – This fall, the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art will 
celebrate Louis Comfort Tiffany’s (1848-1933) revolutionary contributions to modern 
decorative lighting in The Brilliance of Tiffany: Lamps from the Neustadt Collection, an 
eye-opening exhibition organized by the renowned Neustadt Collection of Tiffany Glass 
in New York with the Brooks.   
	  
This exhibition provides the first in-depth look at the Tiffany Studios’ deliberate efforts to 
produce lamps that balanced artistry with practicality and profitability. Few items 
combined usefulness and beauty as successfully as a Tiffany lamp. As articles of utility, 
reading lamps, floor lamps, and hanging shades came in a wide variety of sizes and 
shapes to regulate and direct light. As objects of art, the lamps, with their interplay of 
colored glass and richly sculpted bronze, brought beauty into the home. Whether with 
understated, minimal accents of color or showy, elaborate design statements, Tiffany 
lamps complemented just about every decorative scheme. 
 
With more than 40 stunning objects in an array of colors, sizes, and decorative styles —
comprising masterpieces of design, metalwork, and leaded glass —The Brilliance of 
Tiffany: Lamps from the Neustadt Collection reveals both the beauty and the bottom line, 
the mastery and the marketability, of Tiffany’s workmanship. The exhibition explores the 
inspiration behind the firm’s famous creations. It also examines how Tiffany adapted his 
works to meet changing lighting technologies while at the same time striving to balance 
luxury with affordability. As an author at the turn of the century noted, Louis Comfort 
Tiffany was motivated by “a desire not merely to add to the world’s beauty, but to bring 
beauty within reach of the public.” The show also includes period workroom 
photographs, tools, and materials, allowing visitors a fuller understanding of how these 
magnificent objects were crafted, and an educational area where museum visitors can 
explore Tiffany’s creative process. 
 
Press images and credit lines for the exhibition are available here: 
http://www.brooksmuseum.org/tiffanypresspage.  
 
In conjunction with The Brilliance of Tiffany: Lamps from the Neustadt Collection, 
Stanton Thomas, the Brooks’ Curator of European and Decorative Art, has organized 
The Taste for Tiffany, on view from October 12, 2012 to January 13, 2013. The 
exhibition is devoted to objects made, or inspired by, Tiffany & Company and the Tiffany 
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Studios. Even today, the name Tiffany is synonymous with luxury, sophistication, and 
exquisite taste. It calls to mind the finest jewelry, glassware, silver, desk sets, lamps, and 
windows. This exhibition will include exceptional pieces of silver and glass from both the 
Brooks’ holdings and from local collectors. 
  
The Brooks will collaborate with numerous community groups and local artists, including 
Grace-St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Memphis Area Master Gardeners, and Dr. Catherine 
Wilson, Director of Graduate Studies in Education at Memphis College of Art, on various 
educational components and public programs, including The Brilliance of Tiffany Family 
Day, sponsored by Macy’s, slated for 10 am – 1 pm on Saturday, December 8.  
 
Other programs include glass fusing workshops held 1 – 4 pm on Saturday, October 20 
and Saturday, November 17 ($40, or $20 for Brooks members); an autumn wreath 
workshop at 6:30 pm on Thursday, October 25 ($45); and guided tours of the exhibition 
at 6:30 pm on Thursday, November 29 and Thursday, December 13, and at 2 pm on 
Sunday, January 13 (included in museum admission, RSVPs required).  
 
Lindsy Parrott, Director/Curator of the Neustadt Collection of Tiffany Glass in New York, 
will come to Memphis for a tour of the Tiffany stained glass windows at Grace-St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church on Saturday, November 17 and to deliver a lecture at the Brooks at 2 
pm on Sunday, November 18. Both events are open to the public.  
 
For more information on these programs and events, visit www.BrooksMuseum.org.  
 
The Brilliance of Tiffany: Lamps from the Neustadt Collection is sponsored by FedEx 
Corporation and nexAir. The exhibition’s media sponsor is The Daily News.  
 
Community Partners: ArtsMemphis, Hyde Family Foundations, Tennessee Arts 
Commission, The Jeniam Foundation, and AutoZone.  
 
About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art: 
The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic Overton 
Park, is one of the leading art museums in the American South. Over 9,000 works make 
up the Brooks’ permanent collection including ancient works from Greece, Rome, and 
the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English portraiture; 
American painting and decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of African art. For 
more information on the Brooks, and all other exhibitions and programs, call (901) 544-
6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org.  
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