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Lesson Plan
Grade Level: 7th - 12th grade

Number of Students: 60 maximum

The following standards are met by the museum tour and the classroom activities. 

Suggested TN State Standards in Visual Art

Visual Arts-CREATING:  Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work

Visual Arts-PRESENTING: Interpreting and sharing artistic work

Visual Arts- RESPONDING: Understanding and evaluating how the arts convey meaning

Visual Arts-CONNECTING: Relating artistic ideas and work with personal meaning and 

external context

Suggested TN State Standards in English Language Arts

W.RW.10: Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

6-12L.VAU.6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the post-secondary 

and workforce level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

6-12 SL.CC.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with varied partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing one’s own ideas 

clearly and persuasively. 

SL.CC.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media formats, such as 

visual, quantitative, and oral formats. 

SL.CC.3: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric

Learning Standards 
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Tour Objectives

Goals of the Tour Experience
Students will discuss the role of the artist throughout history.  Students will also examine how the 
form and function of artworks can ignite social change and present a call-to-action to inspire others.

Students will:

•   Explore the role of an artist in promoting social change through art.

• Analyze the context and subject matter of a variety of art work.

•  Make connections between an artist’s intent and the visual elements they employ.

Ernest C. Withers, American, 1922-2007, I Am A Man, Sanitation Workers Strike, Memphis, March 28, 1968, Gelatin silver print, printed from original negative in 1999, 
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art purchase with funds provided by Ernest and Dorothy Withers, Panopticon Gallery, Inc., Waltham, MA, Landon and Carol Butler, The 
Deupree Family Foundation, and The Turley Foundation  2005.3.33 © Withers Family Trust



Objectives Established with Bloom’s 

TaxonomyThe learner will:

Remember Use new and existing knowledge to identify the form (appearance) and   
 function (use) of an artwork. Make observations about an artwork based  
 on what it looks like, as well as where, when, and by whom it was made.

Understand  Discuss the artwork while thinking about the artist’s intent and possible  
 meanings. In addition, the learner will consider the artist’s history and   
 culture to further brainstorm possible interpretations

Apply   Classify artworks as formal/aesthetic, functional, or both and explain   
 the decision. Describe the artwork's subject matter to deduce, and   
 perhaps understand, the artist's intent and how the artwork may serve  
 a larger community. 

Analyze          Examine how the elements of art (line, shape, color, value, form, texture,  
 space) are used in an artwork to capture the viewer’s attention and   
 convey a message.

 Categorize the artist's role in the community by examining the form and  
 function of artworks from varying cultures and time periods.

Evaluate      Determine the intent of the art work and if it serves the community for   
 which it was made.

 Assess whether the artist seeks to create social change or support the   
 status quo.

 Offer suggestions on how the artist could change the artwork in order to  
 make an artwork’s message different or clearer.

Create     In the studio, students will create an original work of art representing their  
 role as an artist in their own community.
5
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Classroom Preparation Prior to Visit
Introduce students to the tour vocabulary by using the Role of the Artist PowerPoint.  
Please note that all of the images included in the PowerPoint are a part of the Brooks 
Museum’s permanent collection and your students may see them in person during their 
visit.  If time allows and it is grade level appropriate, have your students complete the 
vocabulary note taking template included at the end of the guide.  

Review Museum Guidelines with students and chaperones, which can be found here: 
http://www.brooksmuseum.org/school-tours#MuseumGuidelines Refer to the “Welcome 
to the Brooks” PowerPoint for a visual teaching aid.  

Burton Callicott, American (active in Memphis), 1907 – 2003, The Gleaners, 1936, Oil on canvas, Gift 
of Evelyne and Burton Callicott  94.7 © Estate of the artist



Websites:

DoSomething.org 
DoSomething.org is the country’s largest not-for-profit that supports young people in implementing 
social change. This organization has 1,666,208 members (and counting) who work hard on causes they 
care about, including: bullying, animal cruelty, environmental change, homelessness, cancer, and more. 
DoSomething.org spearheads national campaigns that ensure 13- to 25-year-olds can make an impact - 
without ever needing money, an adult, or a car. http://www.dosomething.org/ 

Student Outreach Resource Center: Service-Learning Toolkit 
Learn more about what service-learning actually is, why it’s important, and how to implement aspects 
of this education model in the classroom. 
http://source.jhu.edu/publications-and-resources/service-learning-toolkit/index.html

William Edmonson Biography  
Introduce your students to one of the artists featured on the tour by showing them this brief biography. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23nvsOudLs0

Brooks E-Museum 
Access digital images and information about artwork in the Brooks permanent collection.  
http://emuseum.brooksmuseum.org/ 

Suggested Reading:

The Monument* by Gary Paulson, ISBN:9780440407829  [Grades 7-8]

* This is a fictional work which could be used for initiating discussion about the artist’s role within their 
community.

It's Our World, Too!: Young People Who Are Making a Difference by Philip M. Hoose, ISBN: 0374336229   
[Grades 7-12] 

Extraordinary Ordinary People: Five American Masters of Traditional Arts by Alan Govenar, ISBN: 
0763620475   [Grades 7-12]

Art That Changed the World by DK, ISBN: 1465414355  [Grades 7-12]

Teacher Resources
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Vocabulary
Studying and discussing the vocabulary below, prior to your visit, will help ensure that 
your students have an enriching museum experience.  Please refer to the Role of the Artist 
PowerPoint for visual examples.   

Role of the Artist throughout History:  General trends in the role of the artist can be seen 
throughout history.  However, please note that there are many artists in each time period that 
do not fall into these categories.  

Classical Artist  (8th century B.C.E.-5th century C.E.) Classical artists were anonymous artisans, more concerned   

 with technical excellence than artistic expression.   

Medieval Artist       5th century C.E.-14th century C.E.) Medieval artists were highly trained craftsman. Craftsmen   

 organized into guilds, which trained apprentices.  Artists were still largely anonymous at this time.

Renaissance Artist  (14th century C.E.-17th century C.E.) The Renaissance saw the rise of “the great artist,” who was no  

 longer an anonymous craftsman.  Renaissance artists began to be recognized as highly talented  

 individuals with distinct styles.  Renaissance artists were supported by wealthy patrons, who were   

 eager to use art as a means of showing their status and education. 

Court Artist            (17th century C.E- 19th century C.E.) Court artists supported the authority of royalty with  

 idealized portraits.   

Bohemian Artist       (19th century C.E.-present day) Bohemian artists lead nonconformist lifestyles. Their artwork 

 features individual expression and evokes emotion in the viewer.  Bohemian artists create art  

 for art’s sake. 

Activist Artist          (19th century C.E.-present day) Activist artists use their art to bring about social and  

 political change.

Additional Tour Vocabulary: 

Community   1) A group of people living in the same locality and under the same government. 

 2) A group of people who share common interests. 

Context   The interrelated conditions (cultural, political, social, economic) in which something  

 exists or occurs. 

Culture  The sum of attitudes, customs, and beliefs that distinguishes one group of people from another.   

 Culture is transmitted from one generation to the next through language, material objects, ritual,   

 institutions, and art. 

Decorative Ornamental; beauty over function. 

Elements of Art  The visual components (line, shape, color, form, space and texture) that make up a work of art 

Function The purpose of an art work. 

Propaganda Information used to promote or publicize a particular political cause or point of view. 

Portrait                     A work of art that shows the face of a particular person 

Reform  Make changes in (something, typically a social, political, or economic institution or practice) in   

 order to improve it.
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Classroom Activities
Activity 1  |  Social Studies Connection

DISCUSSION

Use the Role of the Artist PowerPoint to provide students with background about Ernest Withers and his role in 
documenting the Civil Rights Movement.  Lead students in a discussion about Withers’ work.  Some questions you 
may ask include:

• Why did Civil Rights leaders ask Withers to photograph their protests? (Withers’ photographs helped the Civil 
Rights Movement get national press coverage and publicized their protests to a larger audience)

•  What historical value do Withers’ photographs have? (They help us remember this important time in history.  
They aid us in visualizing the protests) 

Next, display Romare Bearden’s piece from the Brooks Collection Martin Luther King - Mountain Top, 1968  Explain 
to your students that the African-American artist Romare Bearden created this piece to commemorate Martin Luther 
King Jr’s last speech, known as “I’ve been to the Mountaintop.” You can play an excerpt of the speech here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oehry1JC9Rk.  Lead students in a discussion about the speech and art work.  Some 
questions you may ask include:

•  Which rights does MLK highlight in his speech? (First amendment- the freedom of speech, the right to 
assemble, and the right to protest)

• Why do you think Romare Bearden chose to create this art work?

•  How did Romare Bearden evoke MLK’s speech with his art work? 

•  Why did Bearden choose to portray MLK from the back?

ACTIVITY

Ask your students to reflect on what MLK’s Promised Land would have looked like.  Has America reached the Promised 
Land or do we still have more work to do? What else needs to change in our society to make it a Promised Land for 
everyone?  What kind of Promised Land do your students envision?  Ask your students to write their thoughts in a 
reflection.  

EXTENSION ACTIVITY: Readworks.org has a text and question set about the Martin Luther King Jr. Assassination.  
A login is required but it is free to set up an account: https://www.readworks.org/article/Martin-Luther-
King-Jr-Assassination/73aa71ab-f714-413c-bb98-5ae6fe9b71d9#!questionsetsSection:2986/answerKey:false/
vocabularySection:activist/articleTab:content/

Suggested TN State Standards in African American History

The Modern Civil Rights Movement 
Grades 9-12: 37, 38, 41 

African American Issues in Contemporary Times 
Grades 9-12: 42, 43, 47

Romare Bearden, American, 1911-1988, Martin Luther 
King - Mountain Top, 1968, Silkscreen, Gift of Jerald 
L. Melberg  2007.11 © Romare Bearden Foundation/
Licensed by VAGA, New York, N.Y.
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Suggested TN State Standards in Contemporary Issues

The Impact of Individuals, Groups, and Organizations on Contemporary Events 
Grades 9-12: 7, 8, 9 

The Impact of History, Geography, Economics, and Politics on Contemporary Events 
Grades 9-12: 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 23, 24, 25, 28

Activity 2  |  Language Arts Connection: Be an Activist Artist!

DISCUSSION

Discuss the role that the arts play in education.  Should every school have a fine arts program? Should art classes 
be optional or required?  What kinds of art classes should schools provide? Ask your students if their opinions 
change when they hear these facts: 

•  Schools that have more students in art courses receive higher academic ratings and have lower drop-out 
rates.

• Students enrolled in arts courses score higher on the SAT than their non-art peers.

• Schools that have music programs have significantly higher graduation rates than do those without 
programs. 

•  Music and arts education is important for developing motor skills, language development, decision making, 
cultural awareness, and inventiveness in children.

Source: https://www.dosomething.org/us/campaigns/make-art-save-art 

ACTIVITY

Like art, writing can also be an instrument to promote community involvement and social change. Challenge 
your students to write a persuasive essay on the importance of arts education and then share the essays with the 
schools’ administration team.  The students can also create posters to put up around school.  

Suggested TN State Standards in English Language Arts: 
 
W.RW.10: Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

W.TTP.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.  

Activity 3   l   Visual Arts Connection: Be an Activist Artist! 

DISCUSSION 

When we hear the word “superhero” we think of comic book and movie characters. However, the real superheroes 
in our communities often go unappreciated. Ask your students to brainstorm a list of unappreciated superheroes 
in their community, like teachers, school custodians, and fire fighters. How do these heroes help their 
communities? 
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ACTIVITY

Choose an unsung hero.  Design the hero a card thanking them for their service.   

This activity was taken from: https://www.dosomething.org/us/campaigns/everyday-superheroes

Suggested TN State Standards in Mathematics

Visual Arts-CREATING: Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work

Visual Arts-PRESENTING: Interpreting and sharing artistic work

Visual Arts- RESPONDING: Understanding and evaluating how the arts convey meaning

Visual Arts-CONNECTING: Relating artistic ideas and work with personal meaning and external context

Activity 4   l   Mathematics and Visual Arts Connection: Be an Activist Artist! 

DISCUSSION

As a class, open a discussion about ways that mathematical data can relate to real-world social and community 
issues.  Math can be used to analyze issues such as poverty and hunger.  For example, the chart below shows 
Memphis’s child poverty rank as compared to Metropolitan Statistical Areas with more than 1,000,000 people.  This 
chart is included in the Role of the Artist PowerPoint.  The chart was taken from the University of Memphis’s 2018 
Poverty Fact Sheet: https://www.memphis.edu/socialwork/research/poverty_fact_sheets.php. 

Ask your students to reflect on the issue of child poverty.  Where does Memphis land in this ranking? What ideas do 
your students have for tackling child poverty?  How can your students increase awareness of this issue?



12

ACTIVITY

Challenge your students to make a line graph illustrating the data.  Then ask your students to design a poster that 
highlights the issue of child poverty in Memphis.  Allow your students to share their posters by hanging them up at 
school and sharing them on their social media accounts. 

Suggested TN State Standards in Visual Arts:

Visual Arts-CREATING: Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work

Visual Arts-PRESENTING: Interpreting and sharing artistic work

Visual Arts- RESPONDING: Understanding and evaluating how the arts convey meaning

Visual Arts-CONNECTING: Relating artistic ideas and work with personal meaning and external context

Suggested TN State Standards for Mathematical Practice:

1 Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

4. Model with mathematics.

*see the next pages for student handouts*
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