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Lesson Plan
Grade Level: 7th - 12th grade

Number of Students: 60 maximum

Suggested TN State Standards in Visual Art 

Standard 1.0 Media, Techniques, and Processes: 

Students will understand and apply media, techniques, and processes.

Standard 3.0 Evaluation: 

Students will choose and evaluate a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas. 

Standard 4.0 Historical and Cultural Relationships:

Students will understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.  

Standard 6.0 Interdisciplinary Connections: 

Students will make connections between visual arts and other disciplines. 

Suggested TN State Standards in English Language Arts

Speaking & Listening

Grades 7-12: CC.1, CC.3, PKI.4, PKI.6

Learning Standards 
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Tour Objectives

Goals of the Tour Experience
Students will discuss artists' roles in communities and examine how the form and function of 
artworks can ignite social change and present a call-to-action to inspire others.

Students will:

•  Explore the role of an artist in promoting social change through art.

• Make connections between an artist’s intent and the visual elements they employ.

• Describe an artwork's subject matter to deduce, and perhaps understand, the artist's intent 
and how their artwork may serve a larger community.

Glenn Ligon, American, b. 1960, Condition Report, 2000, Iris print and iris print with serigraph, Memphis Brooks 
Museum of Art purchase with funds provided by Blanchard and Louise Tual, Paul and Phyllis Berz, and Jef and 
Babs Feibelman in honor of Kaywin Feldman and Jim Lutz  2003.2a  © Glenn Ligon
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Objectives Established with Bloom’s 

Taxonomy
The learner will:

Remember Use new and existing knowledge to identify the form (appearance)   
 and function (use) of an artwork. Make observations about an   
 artwork based on what it looks like, where, when, and by whom it   
 was made.

Understand  Discuss the artwork while thinking about the artist’s intent and possible  
 ‘meanings.’ In addition, the learner will consider the artist’s history and  
 culture to further brainstorm possible interpretations.

Apply   Classify artworks as formal/aesthetic, functional, or both and explain  
 the decision. Describe the artwork's subject matter to deduce, and   
 perhaps understand, the artist's intent and how the artwork may serve a  
 larger community. 

Analyze          Examine how the elements of art (line, shape, color, value, form, texture,  
 space) are used in an artwork to determine how the artist is grabbing the  
 viewer’s attention and sending a message to their community.

 Categorize the artist's role in the community by examining the form and  
 function of artworks from varying cultures and time periods.

Evaluate      Determine if the artwork serves the community for which it was made. 

 Assess whether or not the artist was able to meet some of the needs of  
 their community with an artwork.

 Evaluate the formal properties of the work. (Example: Is it a good design?  
 Does it grab the audience's attention? Is the message of the work clear?)

 Offer suggestions on how the artist could change the artwork in order to  
 make an artwork’s message different or more clear.

Create     In the studio, students will create an original work of art representing their  
 role as an artist in their own community.
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Classroom Preparation Prior to Visit
Introduce students to the suggested vocabulary list on page 9. Discuss the terms and help 
students identify examples of each. 

Review teacher resources and classroom connections. Consider ways of implementing 
them in your teaching prior to your museum visit.

Review museum guidelines with students and chaperones.  
http://www.brooksmuseum.org/school-tours#MuseumGuidelines  
Discuss the museum visit with your students and share your own expectations for their 
behavior.

Burton Callicott, American (active in Memphis), 1907 – 2003, The Gleaners, 1936, Oil on canvas, Gift 
of Evelyne and Burton Callicott  94.7 © Estate of the artist
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Websites:

The Changing Role of the Artist in Society 
This site provides a brief overview of the role of the artist in society throughout historical 
periods.

http://www.uwgb.edu/malloyk/lecture_6.htm 

DoSomething.org 
DoSomething.org is the country’s largest not-for-profit that supports young people in 
implementing social change. This organization has 1,666,208 members (and counting) who 
work hard on causes they care about, including: bullying, animal cruelty, environmental 
change, homelessness, cancer, and more. DoSomething.org spearheads national campaigns 
that ensure 13- to 25-year-olds can make an impact - without ever needing money, an adult, or a 
car.  
http://www.dosomething.org/ 

Service-Learning Project Planning Toolkit 
There are many ways to get involved and make positive changes for your community. The 
steps below show how to plan for implementing a service activity in the classroom or beyond: 
Investigate the issue → Plan and Prepare → Implement the Service Activity → Reflect on the 
service project → Demonstrate/Celebrate. 
https://www.ffa.org/sitecollectiondocuments/lts_servicelearningtoolkit.pdf 

Student Outreach Resource Center: Service-Learning Toolkit 
Learn more about what service-learning actually is, why it’s important, and how to implement 
aspects of this education model in the classroom. 
http://source.jhu.edu/publications-and-resources/service-learning-toolkit/index.html 

Brooks E-Museum 
Access digital images and information about artwork in the Brooks permanent collection.  
http://emuseum.brooksmuseum.org/ 

Teacher Resources
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Suggested Reading:

The Monument* by Gary Paulson, ISBN:9780440407829  [Grades 7-8]

* This is a fictional work which could be used for initiating discussion about the artist’s role 
within their community.

It's Our World, Too!: Young People Who Are Making a Difference by Philip M. Hoose, ISBN: 
0374336229   [Grades 7-12] 

Extraordinary Ordinary People: Five American Masters of Traditional Arts by Alan Govenar, 
ISBN: 0763620475   [Grades 7-12]

Teacher Resources

Anthony van Dyck, Flemish, 1599 – 1641, Portrait of Queen Henrietta Maria, 1638, Oil on canvas, 
Memphis Park Commission purchase  43.30
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Pre-Visit Vocabulary
Studying and discussing the vocabulary below, prior to your visit, can help ensure that 
the museum visit will be of benefit to your students. Please use your discretion when 
determining the grade-appropriate content for your class.

Appropriation  1) Taking something for one’s own use, typically without the owner’s   
 permission.

 2) The artistic practice of reworking images from well-known paintings,   
 photographs, etc., to use them in one’s own work.

Community   1) A group of people living in the same locality and under the same   
 government.   

 2) A group of people who share common interests.

Context   The interrelated conditions (cultural, political, social, economic) in which  
 something exists or occurs.

Culture  The sum of attitudes, customs, and beliefs that distinguishes one group of  
 people from another. Culture is transmitted from one generation to the next  
 through language, material objects, ritual, institutions, and art.

Decorative Ornamental; beauty over function.

The Elements The visual components (line, shape, color, form, space and texture) that make  
of Art up a work of art. 

Function The purpose of an art work; can be utilitarian or decorative.

Icon A symbol or image of cultural significance.

Propaganda Information used to promote or publicize a particular political cause or point  
 of view.

Reform  Make changes in something (typically a social, political, or economic  
 institution or practice) in order to improve it.

Utilitarian  Designed to be useful or practical with less emphasis on the attractiveness.
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Classroom Activities
Activity 1  |  Social Studies Connection

DISCUSSION

Project/display an image of Ligon’s Condition Report (link to image: http://emuseum.brooksmuseum.org/view/objects/
asitem/items$0040:5960#.WYopt7ULmEE.twitter). As a class, open a discussion around the following talking points:

When an artist re-uses an image or design which did not originate from him/her it is called appropriation. For this 
diptych (set of two artworks) Glenn Ligon has appropriated the iconic phrase from the 1968 sanitation workers' strike 
in Memphis for his artwork. During this strike, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. came to Memphis to support the workers 
and was assassinated at the Lorraine Motel. The “I AM A MAN” phrase was printed on signs carried by the sanitation 
workers and has become an icon for the struggles of African Americans to be treated with dignity and respect as 
equals.

• How do you interpret the meaning of the phrase “I AM A MAN” worn by the sanitation workers during the 
strike in Memphis? 

• As someone who was interested in equal rights unbiased of sexual orientation, how do you think Glen Ligon 
interpreted the phrase “I AM A MAN”?

Ligon created this print in 1988 (20 years after the sanitation workers' strike) in the hopes of using the legacy of the 
civil rights movement in his own artwork. The painting itself was made using the combination of oil and enamel paints. 
When the two materials start to dry, their chemical makeup causes the paint to crackle and pull away from the surface. 
Next, the artist created a series of prints from his original painting. Ligon asked one of his friends who worked in artifact 
preservation  to create a report of the condition of the crackled painting's print – pointing out any imperfections, 
marks, cracks, etc. While the friend was creating the report, he was not studying the message of the subject matter, 
but the literal surface of the work.

• In your opinion, why would the artist draw a comparison between looking at the physical surface of the image 
and looking at the implied meaning of the artwork?

One interpretation of Ligon's appropriated print could be to show people that though the message is strong, sometimes 
viewers only see the surface. Perhaps Ligon wished to share this observation with communities who experienced the 
civil rights movement and influence communities of future viewers to be aware of the underlying message.  

• Is Ligon's art working to inspire positive social change in varying communities? Explain.

Glenn Ligon, American, b. 1960, Condition Report, 2000, Iris print and iris 
print with serigraph, Memphis Brooks Museum of Art purchase with funds 
provided by Blanchard and Louise Tual, Paul and Phyllis Berz, and Jef and 
Babs Feibelman in honor of Kaywin Feldman and Jim Lutz  2003.2a-b  
© Glenn Ligon
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Suggested TN State Standards in African American History

The Modern Civil Rights Movement 
Grades 9-12: 37, 38, 41 

African American Issues in Contemporary Times 
Grades 9-12: 42, 43, 47

Suggested TN State Standards in Contemporary Issues

The Impact of Individuals, Groups, and Organizations on Contemporary Events 
Grades 9-12: 7, 8, 9 

The Impact of History, Geography, Economics, and Politics on Contemporary Events 
Grades 9-12: 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 23, 24, 25, 28

Activity 2  |  Language Arts Connection

DISCUSSION

Discuss an issue that needs attention in your community. Below are some general ideas for arguing a point of view 
about the fine arts, but you can choose to make yours more local or relevant to current community events:

• Should the federal government provide funding for the arts?

• Are the arts an essential part of humanity?

• Should some television ads be considered as objects of art?

• Should art museums be free for everyone?

• Should art museums censor some of the works on display?

ACTIVITY

Like art, writing can also be an instrument to promote community involvement and social change. It is one of 
the many ways that students can contribute to conversations about local, national, and global issues. Participate 
in a discussion of reform by writing a personal letter, email, blog, article, or persuasive essay. Through writing, 
students have the opportunity to think about, and ideally act upon, solving problems they identify in their own 
community.

Suggested TN State Standards in English Language Arts: 
Grades 7-12: L.CSE.1, L.CSE.2, L.KL.3
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Activity 3  |  Mathematics Connection

DISCUSSION 

An algebraic formula requires the equation on both sides of the equal sign to agree. If even one part is missing from 
either side, then the formula will not work. A community must work together as individual pieces of a related whole 
in order to maintain balance. As a class, open a discussion about ways that mathematical data can relate to real-
world social and community issues.

Example: Your school is a community within a larger neighborhood or city. The school as its’ own community can 
contribute to larger causes in the neighborhood, city, or beyond. Ask students to think critically about the amount of 
— (poverty, hunger, crime, etc.) — in their community using statistical data found in the resources below.

ACTIVITY

Have students use data found in the resources below to create a visual model, such as a graph or chart, about 
statistics relevant to a community issue of their choice. Once the models are complete, have students brainstorm 
ways the school can work to help improve the larger community's conditions using statistics, reasoning, and higher-
order thinking. Display the students' work prominently to encourage positive change and demonstrate real-world 
application of mathematical concepts.

Resources: 
City Data – Memphis, TN 
http://www.city-data.com/city/Memphis-Tennessee.html 

Issue Lab – Hunger in America: The Memphis Food Bank 
http://feedingamerica.issuelab.org/resource/hunger_in_america_2010_local_report_prepared_for_the_memphis_
food_bank  

Radical Math – Social Justice Math 
http://www.radicalmath.org/main.php?id=SocialJusticeMath 

Suggested TN State Standards in Mathematics

Grades 7: NS.A.2, EE.B.3, SP.A.1, SP.D.8

Suggested TN State Standards in Statistics

Making Inferences & Justifying Conclusions

Grade 9-12: IC.A.1, IC.A.2, IC.A.3, IC.B.10, IC.B.11, IC.C.13

Suggested TN State Standards in Applied Math

Investigate Logic

G.L.A.1, G.L.A.4, G.L.B.5, 

Normal Probability Distribution

D.ND.A.2

Barbara Kruger, American, b. 1945, Untitled (Money Can't Buy 
Me), 1984, Photolithograph with silkscreen overlay, Purchased 
by Art Today and Susan Austin, Eleanor Baer, Robert F. 
Fogelman, Allen and Minna Glenn, Wil and Sally Hergenrader, 
Mickey Laukhuff, Bickie McDonnell, Stella Menke, Jan Singer, 
Marie Thompson, Ruth Williams, and Richard and Barbara 
Wilson  84.5.2a-c © Barbara Kruger
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Activity 4   l   Visual Art Connection

Organize an art show to support a community cause. The artwork can be made by the students in your class or a 
call for art from students and teachers in the school. Find a space to display the work – maybe the hallway, gym, 
or library. Be sure that the art is representative of the theme/cause for positive change and have information text 
panels to explain the show. Invite community members to see the art and inspire them to work toward positive 
social change. 

Suggested TN State Standards in Visual Arts

Media, Technique, Processes

Grades 7-12: 1, 2, 3

Evaluation

Grades 7-12: 2, 3

Reflecting and Assessing

Grades 7-12: 1, 2, 3

Activity 5   l   Social Studies Connection 

DISCUSSION

The artist plays an important role within their community. How can individual artists and groups of artists 
connect their artworks with the beliefs, values, and traditions of their communities? How can artwork create 
understanding across cultures and communities to develop respect for one another?

ACTIVITY

The message of a work of art can address past, current, and maybe future community concerns. From the 
ancient world to the American Revolution and up to now, the arts spread not only the ideas of the time, but also 
counterculture movements. Look at the artwork from the time period you are currently studying. What are some 
pieces that emphasized the culture and/or the counterculture? Are there any instances in which the arts ignited 
awareness or positive social change?

Suggested TN State Standards in Social Studies

Contemporary Issues

Grades 9-12: 1, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 30, 31

Sociology

Grades 9-12: 7, 9, 16, 26, 27, 28, 39



Memphis Brooks Museum of Art in Overton Park

1934 Poplar Avenue | Memphis, TN 38104 | 901 544 6200 | brooksmuseum.org

Jan van Bijlert, Dutch, 1598 – 1671, Rommel Pot Player, ca. 1639, Oil on canvas, Memphis Brooks Museum of Art purchase; Morrie A. Moss 
Acquisition Fund  96.1


