
  
 

NONCONNAH AND PISGAH FOREST POTTERY ON EXHIBITION AT 
MEMPHIS BROOKS MUSEUM OF ART 

 
Exhibition organized by Memphis Brooks Museum of Art,  

on view through November 13, 2011 
  
Memphis, TN (August 18, 2011) –Nonconnah and Pisgah Forest Pottery, currently on 
view at the Brooks, brings together more than 70 rare examples of pottery by former 
Shelby County resident Walter B. Stephen (1876-1961). Among the scintillating objects 
in the exhibition are crystalline vessels produced in the Blue Ridge Mountains and slip-
painted pots made from Nonconnah Creek clay then fired in rural Shelby County.  
Stephen’s works are among the most innovative, imaginative, and beautiful in the history 
of American craft. A remarkably gifted artist, Stephen received no formal training, but 
quickly evolved into an imaginative designer and craftsman, producing a remarkable 
variety of forms and glazes throughout his career. His decorative schemes are no less 
diverse, reflecting a fascination with the natural world, memories of life on the Nebraska 
frontier, Bible verses, and Asian art. Stephen’s work, which spans late Victorian and Arts 
and Crafts eras to the sleek abstraction of the Moderne aesthetic, offers a fascinating 
look at an important, but relatively unknown, master ceramicist.  
 
“I’m fascinated that we have an exhibition by a largely undiscovered and incredibly 
innovative art potter who began working in Shelby County around 1900,” says exhibition 
organizer Stanton Thomas, Curator of European and Decorative Art at the Brooks. 
“Stephen is a little idiosyncratic and very much an individualist, and at the same time, 
he’s part of the larger Arts and Crafts movement, when artists were getting away from 
mechanization and focusing on the handmade.”  
 
The exhibition features a wide range of objects, from the useful, such as pitchers, vases, 
and dinner settings, to the unusual – like Stephen’s 1931 three-headed sculpture glazed 
in lustrous turquoise or his massive bowl set on a base of twelve sculpted cows.  
 
At 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, September 24, master ceramicist and American art pottery 
specialist Rodney Henderson Leftwich will discuss the life and work of Walter B. 
Stephen. The lecture, which will be held in the Brooks’ Dorothy K. Hohenberg 
Auditorium, is free.  
 
Nonconnah and Pisgah Forest Pottery is sponsored by Humanities Tennessee, the 
Knapp Foundation, Douglas W. Ferris Jr., and Decorative Arts Trust.  
 
About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art: 
The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic Overton 
Park, is the largest art museum in a three-state region of the American South. Over 
9,000 works make up the Brooks’ permanent collection including ancient works from 
Greece, Rome, and the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English 
portraiture; American painting and decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of 
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African art. For more information on the Brooks, and all other exhibitions and programs, 
call (901) 544-6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org.  
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