
  
 

ANDY WARHOL FOUNDATION FOR THE VISUAL ARTS 
AWARDS FUNDING FOR MARISOL RETROSPECTIVE  

AT MEMPHIS BROOKS MUSEUM OF ART  
 

Exhibition to be organized by Brooks Museum, with  
national tour to begin at Brooks in Spring 2014  

 
Memphis, TN (March 15, 2012) – The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art is proud to announce the 
award of a $100,000 grant from the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts for a 
comprehensive Marisol retrospective and scholarly catalogue. Previously, the Brooks was 
awarded a $75,000 grant from the Henry Luce Foundation for the project, which seeks to 
introduce a new generation of viewers to Marisol while re-establishing her as a major figure in 
postwar American art.  
 
Curated by Brooks Chief Curator Marina Pacini and inspired by Marisol’s mixed-media sculpture 
The Family, which was commissioned by the Brooks in 1969, the project will bring together 
approximately 50 of the artist’s most important sculptures and works on paper to offer a 
comprehensive scholarly examination of her life and career. Works included in this exhibition will 
range in date from 1955 to 1999 and will elucidate Marisol’s artistic evolution, both in terms of 
subject matter and materials.  
 
Marisol (b.1930) is best known for her large figural sculptures that address a variety of subjects of 
pivotal importance in the second half of the twentieth century including women’s roles, families, 
and historical and contemporary figures. Her sculptures, an amalgam of several artistic 
references and styles, are composed of drawn and painted elements; plaster casts; carved wood 
and stone; assembled plywood; industrial materials such as neon, Astroturf, and mirrors; and 
many found objects including clothing, televisions, and baby carriages.  
 
Among the themes that will be explored in the exhibition and catalogue are Marisol’s myriad 
influences (Neo-Dada, Surrealism, American and Latin American folk art, Pre-Columbian art, 
etc.); her relationship to postwar art and cultural movements (Pop, Minimalism, and Feminism); 
her experimentation with materials; her extensive use of portraiture and familial images; her 
politically charged sculptures; and her identity as a female artist who was born in Paris of 
Venezuelan parents and lived most of her life in New York City.  
 
Beginning in 1955, when she was singled out by John Ferren in ArtNews for a printer’s box 
included in a group show at the Stable Gallery, Marisol was routinely written about by such critics 
as Dore Ashton, Lucy Lippard, and Irving Sandler. Marisol was immensely popular with the public 
as well. Her 1964 exhibition at the Stable Gallery drew 2,000 people a day. According to 
Lawrence Campbell, “Her visitors included not only everyone who counts in the art world, but the 
kind of people one does not expect to find in an art gallery—mothers with five children, for 
example. Children are among Marisol’s most loyal fans.” She received important commissions 
from Time magazine for cover portraits of Hugh Hefner and Bob Hope. In 2006, she was granted 
a Lifetime Achievement Award in the Visual Arts from the Women’s Caucus for Art.  
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Over time, however, attention to Marisol’s work has been eclipsed by changing tastes in the art 
world. The problem has been compounded by the difficulty of categorizing her work, which 
crosses geographic and art-historical stylistic boundaries and does not fit easily within canonical 
Pop. Until now, Marisol has never been the subject of a large-scale retrospective.  
 
The national tour will begin at the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art the spring of 2014 and will 
travel to The National Museum of Women in the Arts in Washington, DC and El Museo del Barrio 
in New York City. The catalogue will include essays written by Dr. Bill Anthes, Dr. Dore Ashton, 
Dr. Deborah Cullen, Dr. Douglas Dreishpoon, and Marina Pacini.   
 
About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art: 
The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic Overton Park, is 
one of the leading art museums in the American South. Over 9,000 works make up the Brooks’ 
permanent collection including ancient works from Greece, Rome, and the Ancient Americas; 
Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English portraiture; American painting and decorative arts; 
contemporary art; and a survey of African art. For more information on the Brooks, and all other 
exhibitions and programs, call (901) 544-6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org.  
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