
  
 
 

Calling All Art Lovers: Become a Docent at the  
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art 

 
Docent Training at the Brooks to Begin in September 2012 

 
Memphis, TN (March 14, 2012) – Calling all art lovers! The Memphis Brooks Museum 
of Art is currently recruiting potential docents for its next training program to begin in 
September 2012. The Brooks encourages Mid-Southerners with a passion for the arts 
and an enthusiasm for engaging with the public – including people of all ages, ethnic 
origins, and cultures – to apply to the docent program. The Brooks, at 95 years, is one of 
the leading art museums in the American South.  
 
As George Barnes succinctly states, “[You] put your love of art to work in a meaningful 
manner as a Brooks docent. The friendships you will make, and the people you will 
meet, will enlighten them and you. What a wonderful way to spend some hours of your 
cultural life!” 
 
Brooks docents are museum-trained volunteers who conduct tours of the museum’s vast 
permanent collection and special exhibitions for thousands of visitors, children and 
adults each year. The Brooks’ docent program was instituted by the Brooks Museum 
League in 1965, and has grown considerably over the last 47 years. Brooks docents 
engage their audiences with the artwork on view, often providing the first contact many 
children and adults have with the visual arts. The docents’ primary goal is to provide a 
positive, meaningful, and relevant experience with art.  
 
Docent training runs for six months, beginning in September 2012. The benefits of being 
a Brooks docent include the following: free art appreciation classes; exhibition walk-
throughs with curators, artists, and scholars; opportunities for continuing education and 
personal growth; the support of an enthusiastic and dedicated docent peer group; 
ongoing training in teaching and learning theory; as well as discounts on Brooks 
membership, in the Museum Store, and in the Brushmark Restaurant. The only 
requirements for becoming a Brooks docent are an interest in art, a willingness to 
engage with the public, and attendance at all training classes.  
 
The payoff, according to many of the Brooks’ current docents, is immense.  
 
Julie Falvey enjoys leading student groups. “I love seeing students connect with different 
works of art,” Falvey says. “They may recognize a person or a place they are studying in 
history class or a technique they are using in their own artwork. Facilitating a discussion 
based on their observations, questions, and ideas is inspiring and rewarding.” 
 

MEDIA CONTACT: Andria Lisle, Public Relations Manager  
(901) 544-6208 or andria.lisle@brooksmuseum.org 
 



According to Memphis artist and docent Will Worledge, “Joining the Brooks Docent 
program has been a thoroughly uplifting and fulfilling experience. To have the honor to 
work in such a culturally important and well-esteemed institution has been a wonderful 
responsibility. I highly recommend to those who find [time] in their schedule and 
inclination to reach out and inspire others through Art.”  
 
If you are interested in learning more about becoming a Brooks docent, call Brenda 
Burgess at 901.544.6244 or email her at brenda.burgess@brooksmuseum.org. 
 
About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art: 
The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic Overton 
Park, is one of the leading art museums in the American South. Over 9,000 works make 
up the Brooks’ permanent collection including ancient works from Greece, Rome, and 
the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English portraiture; 
American painting and decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of African art. For 
more information on the Brooks, and all other exhibitions and programs, call (901) 544-
6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org.  
 

 # # # 


