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Using Art Across the Curriculum:  
ABC Annual Exhibition Opens March 31 

 
 
Memphis, TN (March 27, 2012) – The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art is 
pleased to announce the opening of Using Art Across the Curriculum: ABC 
Annual Exhibition, which opens on March 31 and runs through May 6, 2012. The 
exhibition is a culmination of the Art and the Basic Curriculum (ABC) program, a 
multi-visit museum-school collaboration for fourth-grade Memphis City and 
Shelby County School students and fifth-grade Memphis Jubilee School 
students. ABC helps students and teachers connect visual art to the school 
curriculum through a series of five lessons that stimulate 21st century skills. 
Through interactive classroom discussions, visits to the Brooks, and art making, 
ABC encourages the development of skills that are crucial for success: the ability 
to communicate effectively, work collaboratively, think creatively and critically, 
and appreciate other perspectives.  
 
The exhibition includes exceptional examples of artwork created by students in 
the 2011/2012 program. Also included are project descriptions and photographs 
of the ABC students in action. A 4th grade teacher at Downtown Elementary 
stated, “Choosing students’ work to display in the museum is a great idea. It is a 
real self-esteem booster.”  
 
ABC serves approximately 1,200 fourth and fifth grade students and 45 
elementary school teachers each year. The program provides art education to 
underserved schools and students who receive limited learning opportunities in 
the visual arts. Several studies suggest that education in the visual arts can 
improve literacy and academic performance. According to data gathered by 
Americans for the Arts, art education refines cognitive skills, develops problem-
solving abilities, and stimulates memory. In the 2010/2011 program evaluation, 
87% of classroom teachers reported that ABC benefited their students’ 
achievement in school. Ninety percent of teachers believed that the program 
improved their students’ scores on TCAP.    
 
 
 
 

MEDIA CONTACT: Andria Lisle, Public Relations Manager  
(901) 544-6208 or andria.lisle@brooksmuseum.org 
 



Participating Schools 
 
Downtown Elementary 
Brownsville Road Elementary   
Denver Elementary 
Wells Station Elementary 
Campus School 
Shady Grove Elementary 
Frayser Elementary 
Bartlett Elementary 
 
The 2011-2012 Art and the Basic Curriculum (ABC) program is generously 
sponsored by ArtsMemphis, Tennessee Arts Commission, Robert and Martha 
Fogelman Charitable Trust, International Paper Foundation, St. Mary’s 
Community Fund, J.D. Buckman Charitable Trust, and an Anonymous funder. 
 
About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art: 
The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic 
Overton Park, is one of the leading art museums in the American South. Over 
9,000 works make up the Brooks’ permanent collection including ancient works 
from Greece, Rome, and the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from 
Italy; English portraiture; American painting and decorative arts; contemporary 
art; and a survey of African art. For more information on the Brooks, and all other 
exhibitions and programs, call (901) 544-6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org.  
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Peabody Elementary 
Idlewild Elementary 
St. Patrick Catholic School 
St. Joseph Catholic School 
St. John Catholic School 
St. Paul Catholic School 
St. Anne Catholic School 
Our Lady of Sorrows Elementary 
 


