
  
 
 

Brooks Museum Announces Community Mural 
Project for Emmanuel Episcopal Center 

 
High School Students to Paint Mural; Unveiling on Friday, May 18 

 
Memphis, TN (May 10, 2012) – This month, the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art will 
collaborate with artist Siphne Sylve and a group of high school students to create a 
community mural inside the gymnasium at Emmanuel Episcopal Center, located at 604 
St. Paul Avenue in the heart of the city.  
 
This will be the ninth mural created in the Brooks’ Community Mural Program, which the 
Brooks’ education department established with a pilot project at the Orange Mound 
Community Center in the spring of 2007. The program matches students from a variety 
of organizations in the Memphis area with a teaching artist; together, they design and 
paint a mural at the partner organization’s site. The Emmanuel Episcopal students 
started with a brainstorming and sketching session to determine the mural’s content, 
which kicked off the two-week process. As part of the creative process, the participants 
will also visit the Brooks for a guided tour of the museum’s permanent collection and a 
hands-on art-making activity. For many, the program will provide their first visit to an art 
museum.  
 
Leading the project is Siphne Sylve, a New Orleans native who works as a project 
manager with UrbanArt Commission. She has worked on numerous community-based 
projects since her arrival in Memphis, including murals for the Grizzlies, the Memphis 
Interfaith Association, Loeb Properties, and the Memphis Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. She is collaborating with Jason Hunt, an illustration major at Memphis College 
of Art who currently works at the Brooks, and fifteen to twenty ninth to twelfth grade 
students to create the Emmanuel Episcopal Center community mural. 
 
“I am so excited to be working with Siphne and Jason on this project, along with the 
amazing staff and students from the Emmanuel Episcopal Center,” says Kathy Dumlao, 
the Brooks’ Associate Curator of Education. “This is the first project we’ve done solely 
with high school students, and I can’t wait to see their final mural!” 
 
A local not-for-profit organization, Emmanuel Episcopal Center was established as an 
outreach ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of West Tennessee in 1989. The 
organization serves more than 2,000 individuals per year, providing spiritual direction, 
social service programs, educational enrichment, organized sports, and career 
development training for a community that is home to families with annual household 
incomes of about $10,000, making it one of the lowest income communities in the nation. 
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Each completed mural is celebrated with a community reception to showcase the 
creativity and hard work of the participants. The finished product is a lasting work of art 
for the community and a source of pride and accomplishment for the young people who 
created it. The mural at Emmanuel Episcopal Center will be dedicated during a 
community reception at 6 pm on Friday, May 18.  
 
The Community Mural Program is generously sponsored by an anonymous foundation.  
 
About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art: 
The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic Overton 
Park, is one of the leading art museums in the American South. Over 9,000 works make 
up the Brooks’ permanent collection including ancient works from Greece, Rome, and 
the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English portraiture; 
American painting and decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of African art. For 
more information on the Brooks, and all other exhibitions and programs, call (901) 544-
6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org.  
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