
  
 
 

SCHOLASTIC AWARDS INSPIRE, REWARD FUTURE 
LEADERS OF MEMPHIS’ VISUAL ARTS MOVEMENT 

 

Over $250,000 to be awarded locally in Mid-South Scholastic Art Awards, on exhibition at 
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art; Awards Ceremony to be held on Saturday, February 4th 

 
Memphis, TN (January 25, 2012) – What happens when the most talented art students 
in the Mid-South compete for more than $250,000 in scholarships and cash prizes? You 
find an extraordinary exhibition of work from talented local students, which will be on 
view at the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art from January 28 to February 12, 2012.   
 
In its 47th year at the Brooks in collaboration with the Brooks Museum League, the Mid-
South Scholastic Art Awards exhibition has a long history of recognizing the artistic 
excellence and creativity of the region’s youth in grades seven through twelve. Throughout 
its nearly five-decade history, this important program has been made possible by the 
Brooks League’s countless volunteer hours and generous financial support.  
 
Regional judges – Bill Price, Coriana Close, Melody Weintraub, Rehema Barber, and Vitus 
Shell – spent three days reviewing the 1,400 individual submissions and 90 senior 
portfolios, all of which were digitally uploaded by teachers to the Alliance for Young Artists 
and Writers online registration site (artandwriting.org), to award 81 Gold Keys, 122 Silver 
Keys and 189 Honorable Mentions. 
 
Students from more than 42 Mid-South schools are represented in the exhibition, 
including: Arlington, Briarcrest, Central, Collierville, Cordova, East, Evangelical Christian 
School, Germantown, Harding Academy, Houston, Hutchison, Jonesboro, Kingsbury, 
Lausanne, Memphis University School, Millington Central, North Pontotoc, Overton, St. 
Agnes-St. Dominic, St. Mary’s, Tupelo, Wooddale, and White Station.  
 
Organized and curated by the Brooks’ Associate Curator of Education, Kathy Dumlao,  
the exhibition includes the 200-plus gold and silver key winners, in fifteen different 
categories, such as painting, drawing, printmaking, photography, and sculpture. This 
year, a submission in the video category also won a gold key – a first for the Mid-South 
Scholastic Art Awards exhibition. Additionally, the Gold Key winning portfolios and the 
honorable mentions are on view digitally in the exhibition.  
 
“I am amazed by the outstanding quality of the work this year,” says Dumlao. “The 
fashion and video categories in particular have made a leap forward with some 
exceptionally creative submissions.  And the artwork in the more traditional categories – 
drawing, painting, photography – also seem to have raised the bar.  It’s going to be a 
fabulous exhibition.” 
 
Eighty-one winning artworks and 39 portfolios from this competition have been sent to 
compete nationally for nearly $4 million worth of college scholarships at 60 schools and 
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universities. The national Scholastic Art & Writing Awards culminate each spring with an 
awards ceremony at New York’s Carnegie Hall. 
 
On the regional level, an Awards Ceremony will be held on Saturday, February 4 to 
publicly recognize the students’ accomplishments.  The Junior Division Awards will be 
held at 11 a.m. at the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art; the Middle Division Awards will be 
held at 12:30 p.m. at the Brooks; and the Senior Division Awards are at 2 p.m. at Memphis 
College of Art.  Each ceremony is followed by a reception at the Brooks. 
 
More than $6,000 in cash prizes and $2000 in scholarships offered through the Brooks 
Museum League and Magna Bank will be awarded, with an additional $250,000 in 
scholarship funding from Arkansas State University, Christian Brothers University, the 
Memphis College of Art, the University of Memphis, and the University of Mississippi 
(Ole Miss).   
 
This important teen program is organized by the Alliance for Young Artists & Writers, a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. The Alliance identifies teenagers with exceptional 
artistic and literary talent and brings their remarkable work to a national audience 
through The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. The Awards have an impressive legacy 
dating back to 1923. Distinguished past recipients of national awards include Andy 
Warhol, Robert Redford, Richard Avedon, Zac Posen, Tom Otterness, Sylvia Plath, 
Joyce Carol Oates, and John Lithgow who all received recognition when they were in 
high school. In 2007, Overton High School student Ebony Robinson represented the 
Mid-South in the national competition, where she won one of the top 5 art portfolios and 
secured a full scholarship to the Maryland Institute College of Art.  
 
About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art: 
 
The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic Overton 
Park, is one of the largest art museums in the American South. Over 9,000 works make 
up the Brooks’ permanent collection including ancient works from Greece, Rome, and 
the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English portraiture; 
American painting and decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of African art. For 
more information on the Brooks, and all other exhibitions and programs, call (901) 544-
6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org.  
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