
  
 
 

Brooks Museum Receives NEA Art Works 
Grant to Support Art Therapy Access Program 

 
Grant part of NEA announcement of 788 Art Works grants 

and $24.81 million in funding nationwide 
 
Memphis, TN (April 25, 2012) — National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Chairman 
Rocco Landesman announced today that the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art is one of 
788 not-for-profit national, regional, state, and local organizations nationwide to receive 
an NEA Art Works grant. The Brooks is recommended for a $44,000 grant to enhance 
and expand its innovative Art Therapy Access program. Through art making and the 
unique environment of the museum, the program utilizes interactive group experiences 
as part of the therapeutic process. The 788 Art Works grants total $24.81 million and 
support the creation of art that meets the highest standards of excellence, public 
engagement with diverse and excellent art, lifelong learning in the arts, and the 
strengthening of communities through the arts. 

The year-long Art Therapy Access program will serve at-risk individuals who have 
experienced some type of trauma. Two licensed Art Therapists and museum educators 
will work with three social service organizations: the VA Medical Center, Youth Villages, 
and the Shelby County Relative Caregiver Program. Each participant will receive 45 
hours of therapy and the program will culminate in a public exhibition of participant 
artwork, which will be on view at the Brooks for two months. Upon completion of the 
program, the Brooks will compile and disseminate its methods and findings worldwide, 
establishing a model for organizations that wish to develop similar programs.  

 “Art therapy is a wonderful example of the innovative work happening at the Memphis 
Brooks Museum of Art, where every offering and program is for the benefit and 
betterment of our Memphis community,” says Brooks director Cameron Kitchin. “The 
Brooks is a shining example of educational excellence and creative productivity in 
Memphis.  On behalf of our team of award-winning educators, I am immensely proud to 
announce that the Brooks’ art therapy initiatives have won the support and endorsement 
of the National Endowment for the Arts.” 
 
Chairman Landesman said, “The arts should be a part of everyday life. Whether it’s 
seeing a performance, visiting a gallery, participating in an art class, or simply taking a 
walk around a neighborhood enhanced by public art, these grants are ensuring that 
across the nation, the public is able to experience how art works.” 
The NEA received 1,624 eligible applications under the Art Works category for this round 
of funding, requesting more than $78 million in funding. For a complete listing of projects 
recommended for Art Works grant support, please visit the NEA website at arts.gov. 
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The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic Overton 
Park, is one of the leading art museums in the American South. Over 9,000 works make 
up the Brooks’ permanent collection including ancient works from Greece, Rome, and 
the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English portraiture; 
American painting and decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of African art. For 
more information on the Brooks, and all other exhibitions and programs, call (901) 544-
6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org.  
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