
  
 
 
Floating Warps and Guiding Heddles: Philippine Textiles 

From the Museo Ilocos Norte, Luzon  
On View at Brooks Museum May 2 – June 3 

 
Filipino Exhibition Part of the 2012 Memphis in May International Festival  

 
Memphis, TN (May 2, 2012) – As part of the Memphis in May International Festival’s 
salute to the Philippines, the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art presents an exhibition of 
Filipino textiles on loan from the Museo Ilocos Norte. On view from May 2 through June 
3, these cultural artifacts include bed covers, valances and baby blankets which date 
from the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.  
 
Hand-woven textiles are an important part of the long, varied cultural heritage of the 
Philippines, Memphis in May’s honored country for 2012. Weavers from the Ilocos Norte 
region, a province located in the northwest part of Luzon Island, have long been famous 
for their fine cotton textiles, particularly their damasks. This type of cloth is a reversible 
fabric with designs depicting stylized renditions of natural motifs such as cotton plants, 
tobacco, and rice woven directly into the cloth itself. Damasks made in Ilocos Norte, 
often use the warp—the long threads extending outwards from the loom itself—to define 
the patterns. Weavers also use multiple heddles—the comb-like elements of looms 
which lift and separate the thread—to control and define the designs as they are woven. 
 
Floating Warps and Guiding Heddles: Philippine Textiles From the Museo Ilocos Norte, 
Luzon includes more than a dozen textiles, a short film depicting local weavers at work 
on their craft and a miniature loom, a gift of the Museo Ilocos Norte to the Memphis in 
May International Festival.  
 
On Sunday, May 29 at 2 pm, the Memphis in May International Festival, Indie Memphis, 
and the Brooks Museum present a special screening of Emir, from acclaimed Filipino 
director Chito S. Roño. A movie musical set in a fictional Middle East emirate, Emir tells 
the story of a Filipina yaya (nanny) who decides to leaves her rural life in the Ilocos 
region and work abroad to help her family. The film is in Tagalog, Arabic, English and 
Ilocano with English subtitles. Admission: $8, $6 Brooks and Indie Memphis members.  
 
About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art: 
The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic Overton 
Park, is one of the leading art museums in the American South. Over 9,000 works make 
up the Brooks’ permanent collection including ancient works from Greece, Rome, and 
the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English portraiture; 
American painting and decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of African art. For 
more information on the Brooks, and all other exhibitions and programs, call (901) 544-
6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org.  

MEDIA CONTACT: Andria Lisle, Public Relations Manager  
(901) 544-6208 or andria.lisle@brooksmuseum.org 
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