
  
 

 
ARMED + DANGEROUS: ART OF THE ARSENAL  

COMES TO MEMPHIS BROOKS MUSEUM OF ART 
 

Exhibition originated from the Berkshire Museum, Pittsfield, MA; on view at the  
Memphis Brooks Museum of Art from November 12, 2011 to March 11, 2012 

 
Memphis, TN (November 1, 2011) – On Saturday, November 12, Armed + Dangerous: 
Art of the Arsenal opens at the Brooks. The exhibition of over 125 objects explores the 
evolution, function, and craft of weaponry and armor across time and continents. It 
reveals how armaments reflect the culture that produced them, and illustrates that even 
the most menacing objects can be works of art in their own right. Armed + Dangerous 
features weaponry from around the world and spanning 3000 years, including 
elaborately designed swords, daggers, clubs, and maces, and culturally diverse regalia, 
such as a Persian horned helmet, American muskets and pistols, African shields, three 
full sets of medieval armor, and a samurai suit, all of which balance fine craftsmanship 
and functionality. 
 
Press images and credit lines for the exhibition are available here: 
http://www.brooksmuseum.org/armedanddangerouspresspage. 
  
Throughout history, humans have crafted armaments for both offensive and defensive 
purposes. Ranging from simple axes and shields to complex armor, the myriad weapons 
developed over the centuries reflect the evolution of technology, class, mythmaking, and 
personal identity. Regardless of when or where they were made, these objects were 
created to fight, protect, and intimidate and just as often to convey power and status. 
Many of them have been inspired by the natural world, where fierce fangs, claws, beaks, 
and horns are displayed not only to inflict injury, but also to avoid battle through 
demonstrations of dominance.  
 
As the objects that comprise Armed + Dangerous demonstrate, functionality is equaled 
by superb artistry: a bronze Corinthian helmet that dates to 650-550 BCE and evokes 
the heroic age of Homer and the siege of Troy, which took place five centuries earlier; a 
circa 1870 shamshir, or sword, from Sudan, which is decorated with Koranic writing and 
utilizes a crocodile foot as its handle; and a nineteenth-century Indo-Persian kulah khud, 
or helmet, which depicts a supernatural demon replete with oversized human head and 
animal characteristics such as horns, fangs and claws that were meant to terrify the 
wearer’s opponent.  
 
The exhibition includes many works of art that depict battle scenes, including a Greek 
vase (circa 530-520 BCE) which portrays Herakles as he attacks a fallen Amazon, Indo-
Persian miniatures that feature warriors of the Mughal Empire, an eighteenth-century 
Persian manuscript, a fifteenth-century statue of St. Michael, and Japanese woodblock 
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prints of samurai. Armed + Dangerous also includes an interactive space, “Discover 
Your Inner Warrior,” where museum visitors might become a samurai, camouflage 
themselves on a camouflage wall, try on a variety of helmets, explore our contemporary 
armor wall, and participate in hands-on art-making activities.   
 
Throughout the run of the exhibition, audio tours of Armed + Dangerous: Art of the 
Arsenal will be accessible via iPod Touch, available to museum visitors at no additional 
cost. Audio tours will also be accessible via the Brooks’ smart phone app. 
 
Other programs and events presented at the Brooks in conjunction with Armed + 
Dangerous include an exhibition of photographs and writings by local students titled 
Peaceful Warriors: Aim for Change, a film series featuring screenings of Akira 
Kurasawa’s Yojimbo and The Hidden Fortress, Jim Jarmusch’s Dead Man and Down By 
Law, and Monty Python and the Holy Grail, among other classic and contemporary 
offerings; guided tours of the exhibition on January 19 and March 8; and Family Day on 
February 25.  
 
The Brooks will honor the legacy of our nation's heroes by offering free admission to 
veterans and their families on Veterans Day (Friday, November 11, 2011 from 10 am to 
4 pm). Veterans and their families will also receive free admission during the opening 
weekend of Armed + Dangerous: Art of the Arsenal, on Saturday, November 12, 2011 
(10 am to 5 pm), and Sunday, November 13, 2011 (11 am to 5 pm). In addition to free 
admission to the galleries, the museum will also offer half-price new Brooks 
memberships for veterans throughout the weekend. Brooks admission is always free for 
active military. Regular admission: $7 adults, $6 seniors, $3 students, free for children 6 
and under.  
 
About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art: 
The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic Overton 
Park, is the largest art museum in a three-state region of the American South. Over 
9,000 works make up the Brooks’ permanent collection including ancient works from 
Greece, Rome, and the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English 
portraiture; American painting and decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of 
African art. For more information on the Brooks, and all other exhibitions and programs, 
call (901) 544-6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org.  
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