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Dante Gabriel Rossetti (English, 1828 – 1882) 

The Roman Widow, 1874 | Oil on canvas 
Collection Museo de Arte de Ponce 

Fundación Luis A. Ferré, Inc. Ponce, Puerto Rico 

 
 

The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art is pleased to announce Masterpieces from Museo 

de Arte de Ponce, on view from October 3, 2009, through January 10, 2010.  The exhibition, 

which represents the largest in the Brooks’ 94-year history, will feature 60 splendid European 

paintings from the Museo de Arte de Ponce, located in Ponce, Puerto Rico. 

 

The Museo de Arte de Ponce began less than fifty years ago as a collection of European 

art acquired by philanthropist Luis A. Ferré “for all Puerto Ricans” to enjoy.  Inspired by a trip to 

Europe in 1950, Mr. Ferré, who was to become the governor of Puerto Rico, began amassing 

an encyclopedic collection of Western art on the basis of aesthetic excellence. Today, the 

museum is acknowledged as one of the finest holdings of Old and Modern Masters in the 

Americas, counting over 3,000 works of art from every major school of European painting and 

sculpture. Many of the paintings included in the exhibition have never since been exhibited 

outside of Puerto Rico. This exhibition is the result of the temporary closing of the museum in 

Ponce, which is undergoing a major renovation and expansion of its site. 

 



Comprising European paintings from the 14th through 19th centuries, Masterpieces from 

Museo de Arte de Ponce offers a remarkable opportunity to view iconic works by major Italian, 

British, French, Dutch, Spanish, and German painters. Among the artists represented are the 

famed Pre-Raphaelite visionaries Edward Burne-Jones and Dante Gabriel Rossetti, the 

renowned Baroque master Peter Paul Rubens, and the great belle-époque painter, James 

Tissot. Finding inspiration in classical mythology, ancient Greek and Roman history, the Bible, 

the poetry of Tennyson, and fleeting moments from everyday life, these artists worked on every 

scale and through various modes of expression to convey major trends in European art from the 

Renaissance to the Romantic Period.  Ponce’s masterpieces transcend time with their beauty in 

a comprehensive exhibition long overdue in North America.   

 

An audio tour will be offered as part of the exhibition.  A soft-cover, bilingual catalogue 

includes full-color images from the exhibition and is available for purchase in the Museum Store. 
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The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art is the oldest and largest encyclopedic art museums in the state of 
Tennessee.  It is located at 1934 Poplar Ave in the heart of historic Overton Park in Midtown Memphis.  
General admission $8 for adults, $7 for seniors, $4 for students, and free for children under six and 
Brooks members.  Free admission to all is offered every Wednesday.  Advance exhibition tickets can be 
purchased at www.brooksmuseum.org/exhibitions or at the Admissions desk during regular museum 
hours.  Museum hours are: Wednesday & Friday 10 am to 4 pm, Thursday 10 am to 8pm, Saturday 10 
am to 5 pm, and Sunday 11:30 am to 5 pm.  The museum is closed Mondays, Tuesdays, and major 
holidays. Free, on-site parking is available. The Brooks is accessible to individuals with disabilities. For 
information on this exhibition and all related programming, please call (901)544-6200, or visit 
www.brooksmuseum.org.  
 
Masterpieces from Museo de Arte de Ponce is sponsored by The Arthur F. and Alice E. Adams 
Charitable Foundation and The Deupree Family Foundation.  The Family Day Sponsor is The 
International Paper Foundation.  The Brooks also thanks its Community Partners: ArtsMemphis, The 
Hyde Family Foundations, The Tennessee Arts Commission, The Jeniam Foundation, and AutoZone. 


