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Lesson Plan
Grade Level: 1st - 6th grade

Number of Students: 60 maximum

The following standards are met by the museum tour and the classroom activities.

Tennessee Visual Arts Standards:
Visual Arts-Creating: Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work
Visual Arts-Presenting: Interpreting and sharing artistic work.
Visual Arts-Responding: Understanding and evaluating how the arts convey meaning.
Visual Arts- Connecting: Relating Artistic ideas and work with personal meaning and 
external context.

Tennessee English Language Arts Standards: 
RL.KID.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development.
RL.CS.5: Analyze the structure of texts.
TTP.3: Write narratives (fiction and nonfiction) to develop real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective techniques, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences.
W.RW.10: Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
L.VAU.6: Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the post-
secondary and workforce level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 
expression. 
SL.CC.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with varied partners, building on other’s ideas and expressing one’s own 
ideas clearly and persuasively.
SL.CC.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media formats, such 
as visual, quantitative, and oral formats. 
SL.CC.3: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.

Learning Standards 
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Tour Objectives

Goals of the Tour Experience
Students will discuss how narratives are depicted in art and discover the wide range of visual 
techinques used by artists to tell a story. 

Students will:

• Use prior knowledge about the elements of a story, such as character and setting, to analyze 
visual art.  

• Discuss the visual cues that artists use to create narrative content.

• Explain the key components of narrative that can be seen in art, such as: character, setting, 
action, conflict, and resolution.

(Above) 
Carroll Cloar (active in Memphis), 1913-1993, Story Told by My Mother, 1955, Casein tempera on Masonite, Bequest of Mrs. C. M. Gooch  80.3.16. 
© Estate of Carroll Cloar
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Objectives Established with Bloom’s 

Taxonomy
The learner will:

Remember Draw on prior knowledge to discuss literary terms such as character and  
 setting.

Understand  Analyze artworks from different time periods and discuss how the   
 elements of art, body language, and other visual techniques are used to  
 create a visual story and convey meaning. The learner may also discuss  
 similarities between visual art terms and literary terms such as setting,  
 character, or symbol.

Apply   Use new knowledge to discuss artwork from different time periods while  
 identifying techniques artists use to convey narrative through the use of:  
 visual art, literary terms, elements of art vocabulary, and other descriptors. 

Analyze          Compare and contrast artworks from different time periods and cultures.  
 Consider the methods artists can use to create a story.

Evaluate      Make personal judgments about how effectively selected artworks   
 communicate narrative. 

Create     In the studio students will create their own story sequence and in the   
 classroom students will write their own art inspired narratives.  
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Classroom Preparation Prior to Visit
Introduce students to the tour vocabulary by using the Narrative in Art PowerPoint.  

Please note that all of the images included in the PowerPoint are a part of the Brooks 

Museum’s permanent collection and your students may see them in person on their 

tour.  If time allows and it is grade level appropriate, have your students complete the 

vocabulary note taking template and matching activity included at the end of the guide.  

Review Museum Guidelines with students and chaperones, which can be found here: 

http://www.brooksmuseum.org/school-tours#MuseumGuidelines. Refer to the 

“Welcome to the Brooks” PowerPoint for a visual teaching aid.  

Websites:

1. Tips for Teaching about Narrative Artwork from the Getty Museum: 
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/esl/esl_
narrativeart.html

2. Show your students a read aloud from Storyline Online (we recommend When Pigasso Met 
Mootise or Sophie’s Masterpiece) and discuss the characters, narrative, and setting: 
https://www.storylineonline.net/

3. Use the Parts of a Story music video to engage your students: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-_nePjWXecQ

4. The Brooks Museum Collection Online: This extension of the museum’s website provides 
images of art works owned by the Brooks, as well as information about each work’s artist, 
date, medium, dimensions, and if the work is currently on display. 
http://emuseum.brooksmuseum.org/

Teacher Resources
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Vocabulary
Studying and discussing the vocabulary below, prior to your visit, will help ensure that your students have an 
enriching museum experience.  Please refer to the Narrative PowerPoint for visual examples.   If time allows and 
it is grade level appropriate, have your students complete the vocabulary note taking template and matching 
activity included at the end of the guide.

Literary Vocabulary:

Narrative A story or account of events and experiences, either true or fictitious. A narrative has a clear  
 beginning, middle, and end. 

Myth Myths are ancient stories that explain how the world works and often feature gods,   
 goddesses, and magical creatures.  

Religious story A story about religious beliefs. The Brooks Museum has many art works that illustrate stories  
 from  Christianity.  

Legend A story that is passed down from the past. A legend is popularly accepted as dramatized  
 historical fact, but is not verifiable.

Character A person represented in a story or art work. Character traits refer to who a person is on the  
 inside—their personality—the way someone thinks, feels, and behaves.

Setting Where and when a story or art work takes place. 

Hero/heroine A person admired for having done something very brave or having achieved something great.  

Symbol An object or animal that represents something else.

Art Vocabulary:

Portrait A work of art that represents a specific person, a group of people, or an animal; portraits  
 usually show what a person looks like as well as revealing something about the subject’s  
 personality.  

Landscape An artistic representation of rural scenery such as mountains, valleys, trees, rivers, and   
 forests.

Still life A picture of inanimate objects. Common still life subjects include vessels, food, flowers,  
 books, and clothing.

Sculpture A three-dimensional work of art that is typically carved, modeled, or cast. 

Color                          When light is reflected off of an object, color is what the eye sees. The eye can also see color  
 when white light is refracted, or broken apart, by a prism. 

Line              A continuous mark made on a surface. Lines can vary in length, width direction, and curve.  
 Lines can be used alone or combined to create shapes. The artist Paul Klee said “A line is a dot  
 that went for a walk.” 

Texture The surface quality of an object or feel of an image, such as sooth, rough, soft or bumpy.   
 Texture can be real or suggested by line, shape, or color.  
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Classroom Activities
Activity 1  |  Language Arts Connection: Character Web  

Show your students Winslow Homer’s Reading by the Brook in the Narrative in Art PowerPoint. Allow 
them to look at it quietly for a minute. Ask your students to imagine what the little girl’s personality or 
character is like. Allow them to complete the character web graphic organizer included at the end of 
this guide.  

Activity 2  |  Language Arts Connection: Setting

Continue to show your students Winslow Homer’s Reading by the Brook in the Narrative in Art 
PowerPoint. Tell them to pretend they are sitting in the painting next to the little girl. Ask your 
students to fill out the five senses graphic organizer at the end of this guide. 

Activity 3  |  Language Arts Connection: Write a Narrative

Continue to show your students Winslow Homer’s Reading by the Brook in the Narrative in Art 
PowerPoint.  Ask them to imagine what the little girl did right before and right after the scene 
depicted in the painting. Then allow your students to fill out the narrative graphic organizer that 
follows on the next page. Encourage your students to include details about the setting and her 
character from the previous two activities. If you have time allow your students to write a final draft 
of their story on a separate piece of paper.  

Activity 4  |  Language Arts and Visual Art Connection

Use the comic strip template at the end of this guide to allow your students to design their own 
comic strip that tells a complete story. Encourage them to fill in the speech bubbles and draw 
illustrations.  

Tennessee English Language Arts Standards:
1-6W.TTP.3: Write narratives (fiction and nonfiction) to develop real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective techniques, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.
1-6.W.RW.10: Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Activity 5  |  Math Connection

Use the worksheet at the end of this guide to allow your students to write their own art inspired 
word problems. 
Tennessee Math Standard:                                                                                                                                                                                        
1-6.OA.A.1: Operations and Algebraic Thinking
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Word Definition Your Illustration

Narrative

Myth

Religious 
Story

Legend

Name:                              Vocabulary Notes
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Luca Giordano, Italian, 1634 – 1705, The Slaying of the Medusa, ca. 1680, Oil on canvas, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Hugo N. Dixon 57.111.

Word Definition Your Illustration

Character

Setting

Hero/
Heroine

Symbol

Name:                              Vocabulary Notes
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Name:                                                                                                                                 Vocabulary Matching

Match the definition to the vocabulary word by drawing lines.

1. narrative

2. myth

3. religious story

4. legend

5. character

6. setting

7. hero/heroine

8. symbol

A story that is passed down from the past. This 
kind of story is popularly accepted as dramatized 
historical fact, but is not verifiable.

A person represented in a story or art work.

A story or account of events and experiences, 
either true or fictitious. It has as a clear 
beginning, middle, and end.

Ancient stories that explain how the world works 
and often feature gods, goddesses, and magical 
creatures.

An object or animal that represents something 
else.

A person admired for having done something 
very brave or having achieved something great. 

Where and when a story or art work takes place.

A story about religious beliefs.  
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Luca Giordano, Italian, 1634 – 1705, The Slaying of the Medusa, ca. 1680, Oil on canvas, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Hugo N. Dixon 57.111.

Character Web: Who am I?
Find the girl in Reading by the Brook and give her a name by writing 
it in the oval below. Write words describing her in the space around 
the oval.

Name:                         
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Use your five senses to describe the setting.

Name:                         

1. I see

2. I hear

3. I taste

4. I feel 

5. I smell

Winslow Homer, American, 1836-1910, Reading by the Brook, 1879, Oil on canvas, Memphis Park Commission purchase  43.22
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Setting:

There was once a girl who:

Then:

Finally:

Name:                         

Winslow Homer, American, 1836-1910, Reading by the Brook, 1879, Oil on 
canvas, Memphis Park Commission purchase  43.22



Luca Giordano, Italian, 1634 – 1705, The Slaying of the Medusa, ca. 1680, Oil on canvas, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Hugo N. Dixon 57.111.

Name:                         
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Write word problems for the following works of art.

Example:

Name:                         

John Steuart Curry, American, 1897-1946, 
The Hen and the Hawk, 1934, Oil on 
canvas, Bequest of Mrs. C. M. Gooch  
80.3.17 © Estate of the artist

Carroll Cloar, American (active in Memphis), 1913-1993, Wedding Party, 
1971, Acrylic on Masonite, Eugenia Buxton Whitnel Funds  73.24 © Estate 
of Carroll Cloar

Carroll Cloar, American (active in Memphis), 1913-1993, Wedding 
Party, 1971, Acrylic on Masonite, Eugenia Buxton Whitnel Funds  73.24 
© Estate of Carroll Cloar

There were four baby chicks playing with their mama hen. A 
hawk flew down and scared them. Two chicks ran away. How 
many were left?

 4 - 2 = 



Memphis Brooks Museum of Art in Overton Park

1934 Poplar Avenue | Memphis, TN 38104 | 901 544 6200 | brooksmuseum.org

Ralph E. W. Earl, American (b. England), 1788-1838, Portrait of General Andrew Jackson, President of the United States, 
1833, Oil on canvas, Memphis Park Commission purchase 46.2.


