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Lesson Plan
Grade Level: 4th - 8th grade

Number of Students: 40 maximum

Suggested TN State Standards in Visual Art 

Standard 3.0 Evaluation: 

Students will choose and evaluate a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas. 

Standard 4.0 Historical and Cultural Relationships:

Students will understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.  

Standard 5.0 Reflecting and Assessing:

Students will reflect upon and assess the characteristics and merits of their work and the work 

of others.

Standard 6.0 Interdisciplinary Connections: 

Students will make connections between visual arts and other disciplines.

Suggested TN State Standards in English Language Arts

Language

Grades 7-8: CSE.1, CSE.2, KL.3, VAU.4, VAU.5, VAU.6

Writing

Grades 4-6: TTP.1, TTP.2, TTP.3, PDW.4, PDW.5, RBPK.9

Grades 7-8: TTP.2, TTP.3, PDW.4, PDW.5, RBPK.9

Speaking & Listening

Grades 4-8: CC.1, CC.2, PKI.4, PKI.6

Learning Standards 
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Tour Objectives

Goals of the Tour Experience
Students will explore and discover the similarities between visual art and language arts by 
responding to original works of art through a series of writing and discussion prompts.

Students will:

• Recognize the similarities between visual art and language arts. 

• Define Ekphrasis and new vocabulary words.

• Meet grade level expectations established by the teacher for the writing assignments. 

• Share ideas and written work with the class, while listening and responding to the ideas and 
work of others. 

Harriet Cany Peale, American, 1800 – 1869, Still Life with Lowestoft Bowl, 1857, Oil on canvas, Gift of Mr. Walter Nelson Pharr in honor of his 
mother, Mrs. Blanche R. Pharr  75.12



5

Objectives Established with Bloom’s 

Taxonomy
The learner will:

Remember Recognize the similarities between visual art and language arts.

Understand  Contrast different ways that an artist can use visual representation to  
 convey sensory experiences (smell, taste, sound, texture, motion, etc.)

Apply   Use works of art as prompts in creating examples of different writing  
 styles, such as expository, descriptive, prose, and narrative.

Analyze          Discuss the idea that an artist creates a “visual” setting in a work of art,  
 the same way an author creates a setting in their writing.

Evaluate      Compare and contrast the strengths and weaknesses of visual art versus  
 language arts.

Create     Compose examples of different writing styles inspired by different styles of  
 art work in the museum.
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Classroom Preparation Prior to Visit
Introduce students to the suggested vocabulary list on page 8. Discuss the terms and help 
students identify examples of each. 

Review teacher resources and classroom connections. Consider ways of implementing 
them in your teaching prior to your museum visit.

Review museum guidelines with students and chaperones.  
http://www.brooksmuseum.org/school-tours#MuseumGuidelines  
Discuss the museum visit with your students and share your own expectations for 
their writing. For example, “I want you to write in complete sentences and use correct 
punctuation.” Or “ I want to you to be highly descriptive and use a diverse range of 
adjectives.” 

Sebastiano Ricci, Italian (Venetian School), 1659-1734, The Finding of Moses, ca. 1710, Oil on canvas, 
Gift of the Samuel H. Kress Foundation  61.204
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Websites:

Looking at and Talking about Art with Kids  
Tips and techniques for introducing art in the classroom. 
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/art-classroom 

Flowchart: Helping Your Students Write Authentic Artist Statements 
Pair art and writing in the classroom by guiding students in writing an artist’s statement about a 
work of art they’ve created this school year. 
https://www.theartofed.com/2015/09/25/use-this-flowchart-to-help-your-students-write-
authentic-artist-statements/ 

How to Incorporate the Arts in All Subjects 
Examples of blending the arts with a variety of curriculum areas. 
https://learnerlog.org/socialstudies/teaching-the-arts-across-the-curriculum-2/ 

Suggested Reading for Teachers:

Image to Word: Art and Creative Writing by Kathleen Walsh-Piper,  ISBN 0810843072

ARTiculating: Teaching Creative Writing in a Visual World by Pamela B. Childers, ISBN  
0867094427

Looking to Write: Students Writing through the Visual Arts by Mary Ehrenworth, ISBN: 
0325004633

Suggested Reading for Students:

Behind the Museum Door: Poems to Celebrate the Wonders of Museums by Lee Bennett 
Hopkins, ISBN: 081091204X [Grades 4-5]

Pictures and Poetry by Janice Buchman and Stephanie Briggs, ISBN: 0871922738 [Grades 4-8]

Teacher Resources
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Pre-Visit Vocabulary
Studying and discussing the vocabulary below, prior to your visit, can help ensure that 
the museum visit will be of benefit to your students. Please use your discretion when 
determining the grade-appropriate content for your class.

Literary terms:

Ekphrasis Dramatic writing based on works of art.

Monologue A long speech made by one person only.

Dialogue The conversation between characters in a novel, drama, etc.

Narrative A story that is told or written. Can be true or fictitious.

Character A figure who appears in a story, book, play, movie, or television show. Can  
 also mean the way someone thinks, feels, and behaves; someone's personality.

Simile  A figure of speech comparing two different things using the words “like” or  
 “as”. Example: She is like a rose.

Metaphor A figure of speech in which a comparison is made between two things 
that   aren't alike but have something in common. Example: Life is like a 
rollercoaster.

Adjective A part of speech that describes a noun or pronoun.

Art terms:

Portrait A work of art that represents a specific person, a group of people, or an   
 animal; portraits usually show what a person looks like as well as revealing  
 something about the subject’s personality.

Landscape A work of art that depicts scenery in nature, such as mountains, valleys, trees,  
 rivers, and forests.

Still-life A picture of inanimate objects; common still-life subjects include vessels,  
 food, flowers, books, and clothing.

Setting The time and/or place shown in a book, movie, or work of art.
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Grades 4 - 6  Classroom Activities
Suggested TN State Standards in English Language Arts

Reading 
Grades 4-6: KID.1, KID.2, CS.4, CS.5, CS.6, IKI.7, RRTC.10

Writing 
Grades 4-6: TTP.1, TTP.2, TTP.3, PDW.4, PDW.5, RBPK.9

Speaking & Listening 
Grades 4-6: CC.1, CC.2, PKI.4, PKI.6

While engaging in the activities below:

1. Provide students with a copy of the lyrics to “The Engineer’s Dream” sung by Vernon Dalhart (see 
appendix i, page 13). 

2. Project/display an image of Benton’s Engineer’s Dream while engaging in these activities (link to digital 
image: http://emuseum.brooksmuseum.org/view/objects/asitem/items$0040:32#.WYomRIjRxDA.
twitter).

Activity 1

Give students time to analyze the painting Engineers Dream by artist Thomas Hart Benton. Take turns 
reading aloud the accompanying song above. 

As a class, discuss the following questions: 

• What is going on in the picture? 

• What is the author’s main purpose in the text?

• Does the text help you better understand the painting? 

• Does the painting help you better understand the text? 

• Do you think that the painting and text work well together? Why or why not?

Thomas Hart Benton, American, 1889 – 1975, 
Engineer's Dream, 1931, Oil on panel, Eugenia 
Buxton Whitnel Funds  75.1 © T.H. Benton and 
R.P. Benton Testamentary Trusts / UMB Bank 
Trustee / VAGA, New York, NY
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Activity 2

Using the following writing prompts, ask your students to look closely at the painting and write a 

descriptive paragraph using grade level expectations.  

1) What do you think is happening in this painting?

2)  What time of day do you think it is? What makes you say that?

3)  What do the clothing, setting, and other objects in the painting tell you about when and where 

this story takes place?

4)  Imagine that you stepped inside this painting. What would it feel like if you were there? Use 

adjectives to describe the sounds and smells. Describe the mood and feeling of this place.

Imagine that you stepped inside this painting. What would if feel like if you were there? Use adjectives 

to describe the sounds and smells. Describe the mood and feeling of this place.

Activity 3

• Engage students in reflective discussion after your visit to the Brooks. Which writing                                                           

exercise was your favorite?  Why? What could you do to improve your writing?

• Ask students to edit and improve their favorite writing from the museum visit. Students can peer-

review, work in groups, or individually. 

• Divide students into small groups, organized by theme or type of writing. Challenge them to 

combine the individual writings into a collaborative final presentation. Be creative with presentation 

requirements.

Ideas: 

1. Act it out using costumes or props. 

2. Combine writings to create a play. 

3. Sing, dance, or make music.  

4. Use technology to create something new. 

5. Create a work of art inspired by the writings. 
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Grades 7 - 8  Classroom Activities
Suggested TN State Standards in English Language Arts

Language  
Grades 7-8: CSE.1, CSE.2, KL.3, VAU.4, VAU.5, VAU.6

Reading 
Grades 7-8: KID.1, KID.2, CS.4, RRTC.10

Writing 
Grades 7-8: TTP.2, TTP.3, PDW.4, PDW.5, RBPK.9

Speaking & Listening 
Grades 7-8: CC.1, CC.2, PKI.4, PKI.6

While engaging in the activities below:

1. Provide students with a copy of Robert Frost’s "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening" (see 
appendix ii, page 14)

2. Project/display an image of Redfield’s Frozen Stream (link to digital image: http://emuseum.
brooksmuseum.org/view/objects/asitem/items$0040:272#.WYomjJWurAA.twitter ).

Activity 1

Give students time to analyze Frozen Stream by artist Edward W. Redfield. Have students read the Frost 
poem to themselves. Instruct students to write their response to the prompts below while meeting grade 
level expectations for grammar and content.

• What is going on in the picture? 

• What is the author’s main purpose in the text?

• Does the text help you better understand the image? 

• Does the image help you better understand the text? 

• Do you think that the image and text work well together? Why or why not?

Edward W. Redfield, American, 1869 – 1965, 
Frozen Stream, 1920, Oil on canvas, Memphis 
Park Commission purchase  22.3 © Estate of 
Edward W. Redfield
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Activity 2

Ask your students to look closely at Frozen Stream and write a descriptive paragraph that meets grade 

level expectations based on the prompts below. 

1. Write a first-person journal entry from the perspective of the person viewing this scene. Explain 

your current thoughts and feelings as well as ideas and reflections. How did you arrive at this place? 

2. Imagine that you are a radio weather man on site at this location. Write a radio broadcast that 

conveys the current weather conditions in detail.  Based on the weather today, what would your 

forecast be for tomorrow? 

Activity 3

• Engage students in reflective discussion after your visit to the Brooks. Which writing                                                           

exercise was your favorite?  Why? What could you do to improve your writing?

• Ask students to edit and improve their favorite writing from the museum visit. Students can peer-

review, work in groups, or individually.

• Divide students into small groups, organized by theme or type of writing. Challenge them to combine 

their individual writings into a collaborative, final presentation. Consider challenging them to 

incorporate a technology component into their presentation.
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Appendix i  |  Grades 4 - 6 

Selections from the song, “Engineer’s Dream” by Vernon Dalhart

An old gray haired man sat a-dreaming in his chair by the fire so 

bright while outside the door it was storming and the wind howled 

a song through the night. 

He dreamed of his son on his engine, the fastest express on 

the line. And it seemed that he sat there beside him as he sped 

through night making time. He dreamed that they sped ‘round the 

mountains and the night was as dark as a tomb. 

And he felt there was danger around them but the head-light could 

not pierce the gloom. It seemed that it whispered a warning as 

they raced madly on down the line, but his son only smiled as he 

answered, “The Express must be there on time.” 

And then as they came to the river he knew this would be their last 

run, for there in the darkness of midnight he saw that the bridge 

had washed down; and then he awoke from sleeping along by the 

fire-side agleam, and he did not give heed to the warning for he 

thought it was only a dream.
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Appendix ii  |  Grades 7 - 8 

Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening by Robert Frost

Whose woods these are I think I know. 

His house is in the village though; 

He will not see me stopping here 

To watch his woods fill up with snow.

My little horse must think it queer 

To stop without a farmhouse near 

Between the woods and frozen lake 

The darkest evening of the year.

He gives his harness bells a shake 

To ask if there is some mistake. 

The only other sound's the sweep 

Of easy wind and downy flake.

The woods are lovely, dark and deep. 

But I have promises to keep, 

And miles to go before I sleep, 

And miles to go before I sleep.

Robert Frost, “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” from The Poetry of Robert Frost, edited by Edward Connery Lathem. Copyright 1923, © 1969 by Henry 
Holt and Company, Inc., renewed 1951, by Robert Frost. Reprinted with the permission of Henry Holt and Company, LLC
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William-Adolphe Bouguereau, French, 1825 – 1905, Au pied de la falaise (At the Foot of the Cliff), 1886, Oil on 
canvas, Bequest of Morrie A. Moss  93.4


