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Lesson Plan
Grade Level: 1st - 12th grade

Number of Students: 60 maximum

TN State Standards in Art:    
Standard 1.0 Media, Techniques, and Processes: 
Students will understand and apply media, techniques, and processes.

Standard 2.0 Structures and Functions: 
Students will use knowledge of structures and functions

Standard 3.0 Evaluation: 
Students will choose and evaluate a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas. 

Standard 4.0 Historical and Cultural Relationships:
Students will understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.  

Standard 5.0 Reflecting and Assessing:
Students will reflect upon and assess the characteristics and merits of their work 
and the work of others.

Standard 6.0 Interdisciplinary Connections: 
Students will make connections between visual arts and other disciplines. 

Common Core Standards Met during the Tour Experience:
Speaking and Listening: Comprehension and Collaboration
Grades 1 - 12 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Grades 1 – 12

Learning Standards 
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Goal of the Tour Experience
Students will become acquainted with the artistic works and style of Tennessee artist 

Red Grooms.

Tour Objectives
Students will:

•  Identify and discuss how Red Grooms depicts narrative in his work.

• Explore how Red Grooms humorously, yet affectionately, depicts issues such as: geography, 
cultural, socio-economic status, and racial diversity.

• Understand defining characteristics of Grooms’ works (i.e. architecture, film, performance, 
three dimensional perspective, observation, sense of place).

The learner will:

Remember   Draw on prior knowledge to discuss the elements of art, narrative, and well-known  

 Tennessee state historical figures.

Understand  Discuss how Red Grooms utilizes the elements of art and personal experiences to  

 create a visual story.

Apply            Use new knowledge to discuss works by Red Grooms and identify techniques the  

 artist uses to convey his ideas.

Analyze          Compare and contrast different examples of Grooms work, in order to discuss the  

 method, medium, and narrative components he uses.

Evaluate      Determine whether Grooms’ works are successful or unsuccessful in    

 communicating his ideas.

Create             Inspired by Grooms’s iconic work Rockefeller Center, younger students will 

 construct a unique, pop-up cityscape. Older students will create a three- 

 dimensional, multimedia diorama also based on the aforementioned artwork.

Objectives Established with
Bloom’s Taxonomy
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Classroom Preparation Prior to Visit
Introduce students to the vocabulary list (page 6). Discuss these terms and the topics below.

Discussion Ideas

• Can you think of examples of film and/or mixed media works created by an artist you have 
studied before?

• How can narrative be found in visual art? Does a work of art need to have a narrative? 

Review the ‘Elements of a Story’ (setting, characters, plot, theme) in relation to visual art.

Review Museum Guidelines with students and chaperones. 

Suggested Reading:

1.  Look Look Look at Sculpture by Nancy Wallace, ISBN: 0761452826 
[1st-3rd grade] 

2.  You Call That Art?! Learn About Modern Sculpture and Make Your Own by David Carter, 
ISBN: 1419713078 
[2nd -5th grade]

3.  Exploring Art (Student Edition) published by McGraw-Hill, ISBN 0078465147 
[6th-10th grade]

4.  Film as Art by Rudolph Arnheim, ISBN: 1564026981 
[8th- 12th grade]

5.  Basic Elements of Narrative by David Hermann, ISBN 1405141543 
[10th-12th grade]

Teacher Resources
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Vocabulary
Note: Please use your discretion when determining which vocabulary terms are suitable and relevant for your students 

1st-12th grade level.

Elements of a Story

Setting The time and place in which the action of a story takes place.  

Characters People who appear in a story.

Plot The series of events that form a story.

Theme The main subject or issue being discussed ina story. 

Allegory  A story or image that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning.

Narrative A documented account of events; a story.

Technique/Materials

Abstract Art Art that expresses ideas and emotions by using elements such as colors and lines without  
 attempting to create a realistic picture.

Installation A work of art that usually has several parts (such as a sculpture, lights, and sound) and that  
 is usually shown in a large space.

Medium The materials used to create a work of Art. (plural – ‘media’)

Portraiture Art work that features a painting, drawing, photograph, or engraving of a person,   
 especially one depicting only the face or head and shoulders.

Sculpture The art of making two- or three-dimensional representative or abstract forms, especially  
 by carving stone or wood or by casting metal or plaster.

Sculpto-pictorama  A term invented by Red Grooms, applied to his vibrant three-dimensional constructions  
 that blend painting and sculpture, creating immersive works of art that invite interaction  
 from the viewer.

Additional Vocabulary 

Abstract Expressionism Abstract painting aimed at subjective emotional expression with particular emphasis on  
 the spontaneous creative act (e.g., action painting). 

Abstract Impressionism Abstract painting in which paint is applied with small brushstrokes or a palette knife to  
 build-up the final image. 

Dynamic (adj.) An adjective describing a work of art characterized by constant change or activity.

Attribute Something used as a symbol for a particular person, office, or status (example: A scepter is  
 one of the attributes of a king).

Urban  Relating to a town or city.

Rural Relating to a countryside, rather than a town or city.
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Classroom Activities
The following activities will prepare your students to further explore, engage, and reflect on 
their experience at the museum and with this special exhibition. Many of these activities are 
purposefully open ended to fit each teacher’s curriculum focus and teaching style.

Activity 1  |  Visual Arts Connection

Explain the Elements of a Story and Story Sequencing at a level that is appropriate for your class. 
Select a work of art from the Brooks e-Museum (link below) and decide if the scene takes place at 
the beginning, middle, or end of the work’s “story”. After placing the work within the sequence, 
have students use pastels or acrylic paint to depict scenes from the rest of the story’s narrative 
sequence (example: If it is decided that the artwork represents the ‘middle’ of the sequence, 
students will depict the beginning and the end.) 

Brooks e-Museum: http://emuseum.brooksmuseum.org/

Suggested Tennessee State Curriculum Standards in Visual Art:
Grades 1-12: Standard 1.0 Media, Techniques, and Process
Grades 1-12: Standard 3.0 Evaluation
Grades 1-12: Standard 5.0 Reflecting and Assessing
Grades 1-12: Standard 6.0 Interdisciplinary Connection

Red Grooms, American, b. 1937, Elvis (detail), 1987, Lithograph in eleven colors, Collection of Walter and Sarah Knestrick, 
courtesy of the Tennessee State Museum © 1987 Red Grooms.



Activity 2  |  Math Connection 

Red Grooms’ works included in this exhibition focus heavily on his experiences in traveling between 
locations in the US. 

Lower Grades:  

Create word problems for your students using time, speed, and US cities. Students will research the 

distance between two points, then use this information to solve the word problem.

Upper Grades: 

Incorporate algebraic expressions, probability, fractions, ratios, and conversion of measurements 

into the word problems.

Example: 

Equation: If you start in Nashville, Tennessee, how long will it take you to arrive in Albany, New York 

if you travel at an average speed of 60mph?

Solution: Distance between Nashville and Albany = 988 miles. 988/60 = 16.47 hrs.

Suggested Common Core Standards for Mathematics: 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

4th grade: 1, 2, 3 

5th grade: 2

Measurement and Data 

4th grade: 1, 2, 3

Ratios & Proportional Relationships 

6th Grade: 1, 2, 3 

7th Grade: 1, 2, 3

Algebra 

High School: 1, 2
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Activity 3  |  Science Connection

Divide students into groups and prompt them to select a work of art from the Brooks e-Museum 

(link below) that they find interesting and that utilizes three or more materials. Have students  

research the materials found in their artwork using the internet and/or textbooks. What are the 

chemical compositions of each material? Are some materials more sustainable than others? 

Reserve time for the student groups to present their findings to the class. Optional for 9th-12th 

grade: Have the students include chemical equations, list of interaction, etc. for their materials. 

Ask each group to collaborate on a PowerPoint summarizing their research.

Brooks e-Museum :   http://emuseum.brooksmuseum.org/

Suggested Tennessee State Curriculum Standards in Science: 

Grades 3-6: Standard 1.0, Embedded Inquiry 

Grades 3-4: Standard 9.2, Matter 

Grade 5: 9.1, Matter 

Grades 7-9: Chemistry 1 Standard 1.0, Embedded Inquiry 

Grades 7-9: Chemistry I Standard 3.3, Interactions of Matter 

Grades 7-12: Physical Science Standard 1.0, Embedded Inquiry

Activity 4  |  Language Arts Connection

For Red Grooms, inspiration was often found in the sketch journal he carried with him throughout 

his travels. Use this activity to challenge students to incorporate events in their everyday 

surroundings into their journaling. Have each student decorate a personalized Passport journal in 

class to be carried with them for one month. They can write and/or draw in their journal in order 

to record scenes from their daily lives. Encourage them to journal about a variety of subjects; 

things that are: interesting, boring, fun, upsetting, repetitive, etc. Each journal entry should 

include the date of the entry, the location/time of the entry, and the list of “characters” observed 

(if any). After one month, have the students summarize their experience with the Passport journal 

in writing. Prompt them with questions like: How can you incorporate these observations from 

your life into your next creative piece? Does recording the location help you to remember the 

scene more vividly? Is the location important to the way you perceive the narrative in the scene? 

Why or why not?
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Activity 5  |  Social Studies Connection

Grooms’ imagery often draws on important figures in Tennessee state history, including: Andrew 

Jackson, Davy Crockett, William Edmondson, and Anne Dallas Dudley. Divide students into 

groups and assign them a figure to research. What area of Tennessee is this person from? Why 

is this figure important in Tennessee and United States history? What did they accomplish? Why 

might Grooms have chosen this person to be included in his work? Reserve time for students to 

present their findings to the class and/or submit their work in writing.
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