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Lesson Plan
Grade Level: 1st - 4th grade

Number of Students: 60 maximum

The following standards are met by the museum tour and the classroom activities.  

TN State Standards in Visual Art:      
Visual Arts-Creating: Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work

Visual Arts-Presenting: Interpreting and sharing artistic work

Visual Arts- Responding: Understanding and evaluating how the arts convey meaning

Visual Arts-Connecting: Relating artistic ideas and work with personal meaning and external context

TN State Standards in English Language Arts:
Comprehension and Collaboration Standard 1 SL.CC.1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range 

of conversations and collaborations with varied partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing one’s 

own ideas clearly and persuasively. 

Comprehension and Collaboration Standard 2 SL.CC.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in 

diverse media formats, such as visual, quantitative, and oral formats. 

Comprehension and Collaboration Standard 3 SL.CC.3: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, 

and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Text Types and Protocol Standard 2 W.TTP.2: Write informative/explanatory texts.  

Tennessee Academic Standards for Science:
1,2, 4PS4: Waves and their Application in Technologies for Information Transfer. 

Tennessee Academic Standards for Math:
1-2.G.A.: Reason about shapes and their attributes.

3.MD.C.: Geometric Measurement: understand and apply concepts of area and relate area to 

multiplication and to addition. 

3.MD.D.: Geometric measurement: recognize perimeter as an attribute of plane figures and distinguish 

between linear and area measures.

4.MD.B.: Know and apply the area and perimeter formulas for rectangles in real world and mathematical 

problems.

Learning Standards 
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Tour Objectives

Goals of the Tour Experience
Students will discuss value, line, shape, color, texture, form, and space. They will also learn how 
artists use these elements to create artwork and express ideas.

Students will:

• Explain how line, shape, color, texture, form, value, and space influence how we see visual 
art.

•  Explore color theory: the color wheel (primary colors v. secondary colors), color harmony 
(cool colors v. warm colors), and the context of how colors are used.

•  Make connections between an artist’s intent and the visual elements they employ.

•  Recognize that the elements of art are apparent in their daily surroundings.

Josef Albers, American, 1888-1976, Study for Homage to the Square: 
Young Voice, 1957, Oil on Masonite board, Gift of Art Today 60.38 © 
The Josef and Anni Albers Foundation / Artists Rights Society (ARS), 
New York, NY.
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Objectives Established with Bloom’s 

Taxonomy
The learner will:

Remember Define the elements of art: line, shape, color, value, form, space, and   
 texture.

Understand  Expand their definition of line, shape, color, value, form, space, and   
 texture by identifying and describing warm colors, cool colors, primary  
 colors, geometric shapes, organic shapes, and various types of lines and  
 textures.    

Apply   View, identify, and describe the elements of art in a series of artworks  
 ranging from antiquity to the present.   

Analyze          Identify and discuss the elements’ expressive properties. Compare the  
 use of  elements in two artworks and discuss the similarities and   
 differences between the two. 

Evaluate      Make judgments about selected artworks based on established criteria  
 while supporting ideas with evidence. 

Create     Use their knowledge of the elements of art to create an original work of art.  
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Classroom Preparation Prior to Visit
Introduce your students to the tour vocabulary by using the Elements of Art PowerPoint.  
Please note that all of the images included in the PowerPoint are a part of the Brooks 
Museum’s permanent collection and your students may see them in person during their 
visit.

Review Museum Guidelines with students and chaperones, which can be found here:                
http://www.brooksmuseum.org/school-tours#Museum%20Guidelines. Refer to the 
“Welcome to the Brooks” PowerPoint for a visual teaching aid. 

Burton Callicott, American (active in Memphis), 1907 – 2003, The Gleaners, 1936, Oil on canvas, Gift 
of Evelyne and Burton Callicott  94.7 © Estate of the artist
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Suggested Websites:

NGA Art Kids: Download a free zip file of art computer programs from the National Gallery of 
Art: 
https://www.nga.gov/education/kids/ngakids-pc.html

Elements of Art Song:  
Lead your students in a song to help them remember the elements of art: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-mdKYg3d3A

Roy G. Biv Song:  
Let your students have a brain break and practice the colors of the rainbow at the same time! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TsD3yuCRnjw

Three Primary Colors Song:  
A fun visual aid for teaching color mixing basics: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yu44JRTIxSQ

The Brooks Museum Collection Online:  
This extension of the museum’s website provides images of art works owned by the Brooks, 
as well as information about each work’s: artist, date, medium, dimensions, and if the work is 
currently on display. 
http://emuseum.brooksmuseum.org/

Suggested Reading:

1.  Museum Trip by Barbara Lehman, ISBN: 0618581251 [1st-4th grade] 

2.  Lines that Wiggle by Candace Whitman, ISBN: 193470654X [1st-4th grade]

3.  The Shape of Things by Julie Lecombe, ISBN: 1564026981 [1st-2nd grade]

4.   When A Line Bends… A Shape Begins by Rhonda Gowler Greene, ISBN: 0618152415 
   [1st-2nd grade]

5.  Art Is…. by Bob Raczka, ISBN: 0761318321 [3rd-4th grade]

Teacher Resources
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Pre-Visit Vocabulary
Studying and discussing the vocabulary below, prior to your visit, will help ensure that the 
museum experience will be an enriching experience for your students. Please refer to the 
Elements of Art PowerPoint for visual examples . If age level appropriate use the included 
vocabulary graphic organizer to assist your students in taking notes.  

Elements The basic visual components that make up a work of art: color, value, line,  
 texture, shape, form, and space.

Color  The eye sees color when light is reflected off of an object. The eye can also see  
 color when white light is refracted, or broken apart, by a prism.

Primary colors   Red, blue, and yellow 

Secondary    Created by mixing two primary colors: violet, green, orange. 
colors 

Cool colors Green, blue, and violet; suggest cool temperatures, calm moods, and appear  
 to recede into space.

Warm colors Red, orange, and yellow; suggest warm temperatures, energetic moods, and  
 appear to advance in space.

Value  The lightness or darkness of color.  The value of a color is changed by adding  
 white to make it lighter or black to make it darker.

Line   A continuous mark made on a surface. Lines can vary in length, width   
 direction, and curve. Lines can be used alone or combined to create shapes.  
 The artist Paul Klee said “A line is a dot that went for a walk.”

Vertical lines Indicate strength.

Horizontal Express calm. 
lines     

Diagonal lines  Indicate action.

Curved lines  Suggest rhythm and movement.             
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Texture      The surface quality of an object or feel of an image, such as smooth, rough, or  
 soft. Texture can be actual or suggested by line, shape, or color. 

Shape Shapes are created when a line catches its tail. Shapes can be geometric, such  
 as triangles and squares, or unrecognizable organic shapes.

Space   Space is defined and determined by shapes and forms. Positive space is  
 where shapes and forms exist; negative space is the empty space around 
 shapes and forms. 

Form When a shape encloses and takes up space.  Form is 3-dimensional. It has 
 length, width, and depth. Form can also be implied in painting, drawing, and  
 printmaking by using perspective or shading.          

Edward W. Redfield, American, 1869-1965, Frozen Stream, 1920, Oil on canvas, Memphis Park Commission Purchase 22.3 
© Estate of Edward W. Redfield
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Classroom Activities
Activity 1  |  English Language Arts Connection

Use the Activity 1 student handout at the end of the guide to allow students to illustrate and write about their field 
trip experience.    

Tennessee Academic Standards for English Language Arts:  
Text Types and Protocol Standard: 2 W.TTP.2. Write informative/explanatory texts  

Activity 2  |  Visual Art Analysis

Use the Activity 2 worksheet and and the corresponding PowerPoint slide to guide your students through a visual 
analysis of Isaac Soyer’s Cafeteria. What elements of art do they see? If grade level appropropriate challenge your 
students to turn their observation notes into a formal essay.  

Tennessee Academic Standards for English Language Arts: 
Comprehension and Collaboration Standard 2 SL.CC.2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse 
media formats, such as visual, quantitative, and oral formats. 
Text Types and Protocol Standard: 2 W.TTP.2. Write informative/explanatory texts  

Activity 3  |  Science Connection: Light Waves

Explore color on a deeper level. If you have access to a prism share it with your students.  Use the Elements of Art 
PowerPoint to investigate the properties of light, why rainbows appear, and how we see color. Allow students to 
complete the attached Activity 3 handout.  

Tennessee Academic Standards for Science: 
1, 2, 4PS4. Waves and their Application in Technologies for Information Transfer 

Activity 4  |  Math Connection (K-2)

Use the Elements of Art PowerPoint to review shapes. Challenge your students to find the shapes in the provided art 
examples.  Then, allow students to the attached Activity 4 handout.

Tennessee Academic Standards for Math: 
1-2.G.A. Reason about shapes and their attributes.
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Activity 5  |  Math Connection (3-4)

Challenge  students to find the perimeter and area of their artwork, using the included Activity 5 handout.

Tennessee Academic Standards for Math: 
3.MD.C. Geometric Measurement: understand and apply concepts of area and relate area to multiplication and to 
addition. 
3.MD.D. Geometric measurement: recognize perimeter as an attribute of plane figures and distinguish between 
linear and area measures. 
4.MD.B.Know and apply the area and perimeter formulas for rectangles in real world and mathematical problems. 

Activity 6  |  Visual Arts Connection

Review the elements of art with your students using the Elements of Art PowerPoint. Provide your students 
with any collage materials you have, such as buttons, pipe cleaners, cut up yarn, torn up aluminum foil, etc. Let 
students create their own collage alien with as many elements of art as possible. Robots and monsters are also fun 
to make. You can use the attached Activity 6 Handout as a template.   

Tennessee State Standards in Visual Art:     
Grades 1-4: Standard 1, Media, Techniques and Processes 
Grades 1-4: Standard 2, Structures and Functions 
Grades 1-4: Standard 6, Interdisciplinary Connections

See the following pages for student handouts.
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Word Definition Your Illustration

Color 

Primary
Color

Secondary
Color

Value

Name:                              Vocabulary Notes
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Word Definition Your Illustration

Line

Texture

Shape

Space

Form

Name:                              Vocabulary Notes
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Name:                         Activity 1: ELA Connection

1. Draw your visit to the Brooks Museum.

2. List the elements of art you used to create 
your artwork:

3. What was the best part of the trip?
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Name:                         Activity 2: Visual Analysis

1. What colors do you see?

2. Which colors have several values?

3. Where do you see lines?

4. Pick something from the painting and describe what it’s texture 
would feel like.

5. What shapes do you see?

6. What forms do you see?

Isaac Soyer, American (b. Russia), 1902 – 1981, Cafeteria, 1930, Oil on canvas, Gift of Mr. E. R.  Brumley  
45.12, © Estate of the Artist
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Name:                         Activity 3: Light Waves

When rays of white light pass through a prism, they are 
refracted, or broken into the seven colors of the rainbow. 
Color in the rainbow below.

Primary colors mix to create secondary colors. Color in 
the color wheel.

Red

Orange

Yellow

Green

Blue

Indigo (Light Blue)

Violet 

Red

Orange Purple

Green

Black

Yellow Blue
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Name:                         Activity 4: Shapes

Color the shapes below. Cut them out and glue them inside the 
frame to create your own art work. Feel free to add your own 
shapes to the picture.

Square
Triangle

Circle

Triangle

Circle
Rectangle

Square

Rectangle
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Name:                         Activity 5: Perimeter

Fill the frame with your art. Next, measure the outside perimeter of 
the frame. Remember, perimeter is measured by adding the length 
of all the sides together.

+ + + =

x =

Now, calculate area. Remember, area is measured by multiplying 
the length by the width. 
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Name:                         Activity 6: Collage

Check off each element of art that you used:

Color Line Space

Texture Shape Value



Memphis Brooks Museum of Art in Overton Park

1934 Poplar Avenue | Memphis, TN 38104 | 901 544 6200 | brooksmuseum.org


