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William Edmondson, American, 1874-1951, Courting Lady, ca. 1940s,  
Limestone, Gift of AutoZone, Inc.  2001.15.13 © Estate of the artist.

Lesson Plan
Grade Level: 6th - 12th grade

Number of Students: 40 maximum

The following standards are met by the museum tour and the classroom activities. 

TN English Language Arts Standards:

SL.CC.1: 

Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations 

and collaborations with varied partners, building on other’s ideas 

and expressing one’s own ideas clearly and persuasively.

SL.CC.2 

Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse 

media formats, such as visual, quantitative, and oral formats.

SL.CC.3: 

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use 

of evidence and rhetoric.

 

TN State Standards in Visual Arts:  

Visual Arts-CREATING: 

Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work

Visual Arts-PRESENTING: 

Interpreting and sharing artistic work

Visual Arts- RESPONDING: 

Understanding and evaluating how the arts convey meaning

Visual Arts-CONNECTING: 

Relating artistic ideas and work with personal meaning 

and external context

Learning Standards 
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Tour Objectives

Goals of the Tour Experience
Students will explore and discuss the diverse materials that artists have used to create art and the 
various meanings associated with the media and the form.

Students will:

•  Discover how geography, values, needs, media, and technology 
affect the creation of works of art in different times and places.

• Learn that throughout history artists have innovatively used materials 
in expressing their ideas and beliefs and in making objects for a 
variety of uses.

• Observe and discuss art objects from around the world in 
order to further observation and interpretation skills.

Robert Arneson, American, 1930 – 1992, Brick Self-Portrait, 1979-1981, Ceramic, Gift of Art Today and Robert 
Fogelman, Dr. Tom Gettelfinger, Wil and Sally Hergenrader, Carla Hubbard, Mickey Laukhuff, Marjorie 
Liebman, Jan Singer and Zeno Yeates  85.7 © Estate of Robert Arneson/ VAGA , New York, NY.
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Objectives Established with Bloom’s 

Taxonomy
The learner will:

Remember Observe and identify the materials used to create art.  Students will   
 brainstorm the possible reasons for the artists’ choice of materials

Understand  Discuss how various factors such as the period in history, geography,      
 the artist’s biography, and resources affect the production and meaning   
 of artworks.

Apply   Discuss the relationship between the materials used and the artwork’s  
 meaning from different time periods and cultures.

Analyze          Compare the differences between artwork that was created for a specific  
 function in a certain time or place versus artwork that was made as a  
 personal, creative expression.

Evaluate      Support their interpretations of the artwork with evidence. 

Create     Create an original art work using a variety of materials.  
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Classroom Preparation Prior to Visit
 Introduce students to the tour vocabulary by using the Materials and Meaning 

PowerPoint.  Please note that all of the images included in the PowerPoint are a part of 

the Brooks Museum’s permanent collection and your students may see them in person on 

their tour.  If time allows and it is grade level appropriate, have your students complete 

the vocabulary note taking template included at the end of the guide.

 Review Museum Guidelines with students and chaperones, which can be found 

here: http://www.brooksmuseum.org/school-tours#MuseumGuidelines Refer to the 

“Welcome to the Brooks” PowerPoint for a visual aid.  

Websites:

1. William Edmonson: This is a brief biography of one of the artists featured on the tour       
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23nvsOudLs0

2. Lapis Lazuli: This video explains how the gem Lapis Lazuli, used since ancient time to make 
blue pigment, is mined https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oeMxelUsnNU

3. University of Delaware’s Department of Art Conservation : This 
website explains the science behind art conservation techniques                                                                                                        
https://www.artcons.udel.edu/outreach/kress/examination-methods-and-scientific-terms

4. The Brooks Museum Collection Online: This extension of the museum’s website 
provides images of art works owned by the Brooks, as well as information about 
each work’s: artist, date, medium, dimensions, and if the work is currently on display                                                
http://emuseum.brooksmuseum.org/

Teacher Resources
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Vocabulary
Studying and discussing the vocabulary below, prior to your visit, will help ensure that your students have an enriching 
museum experience.  Please refer to the Materials and Meanings PowerPoint for visual examples.

Bronze A mix of copper and tin, bronze has a long history of being used by artists for creating metal statues.   
 To cast a bronze statue sculptors create a hollow wax mold and fill it with bronze superheated to a liquid  
 state.  When the bronze has cooled and hardened the mold is broken open, revealing the metal statue.

Canvas A durable woven fabric used to support oil paint.   Canvas began to replace the use of wood paneling  
 in the 16th century due to its low cost, ease of preparation, and ease of transport. 

Collage A work of art made from various print materials (i.e. paper, newspaper, photographs, magazine pages,  
 cardboard, and fabric) that are glued down onto a paper, canvas, or board. 

Cowrie Shell   The brightly colored, shiny, porcelain-like shells of cowries (small sea snails found in warm climates).  
 These shells have historically been used as currency in several parts of the world. They are also used  
 extensively in jewelry and for other decorative/ceremonial purposes.

Found Object An image or object that was not originally made to be a work of art, but has been selected      
 and exhibited by an artist as such. 

Gold leaf Gold that is hammered into thin sheets and then used for layering over surfaces.  

Lapis lazuli  A rare, semi-precious stone that has been prized since antiquity for its’ striking blue color.  This beautiful  
 stone has been mined in the Badakhshan province of Afghanistan for over  6,000  years.  In Medieval and  
 Renaissance times it was ground into pigment and used to make a brilliant blue paint, often used on the  
 Virgin Mary’s robe.  Lapis lazuli was very expensive, so its use was reserved for key figures. 

Limestone A sedimentary rock that is popular for use in masonry and architecture. Limestone is a key ingredient  
 of quicklime, mortar, cement, and concrete.  The artist William Edmondson used limestone from   
 demolished buildings to carve figures.

Marble A type of stone traditionally used in sculpture and architecture that is dense, capable of   taking a high  
 polish, and often irregularly veined and colored by impurities.  Marble from Carrara, Italy has been used  
 since the time of Ancient Rome to construct buildings and carve sculptures.   

Oil Paint                     Oil paint is a type of slow-drying paint that consists of pigment particles suspended in a drying oil, often  
 linseed oil.  Varnish may be added to increase the glossiness of the dried oil paint.  Oil paints were used  
 in Europe since the 12th century, but greatly rose in popularity in the 15th century, eventually completely  
 replacing the use of tempera paint.  This trend was led by Early Netherlandish painters such as Jan van  
 Eyck, and eventually spread across Europe.  

Panel Painting          Wood panels have been used since antiquity as painting surfaces.  Wood panels were used in   
 Italian Medieval art for devotional art such as altarpieces as well as furniture pieces.      
 Dendrochronology is used to date panel painting by analyzing tree ring patterns. 

Silver A grayish-white metal that is soft and considered valuable for its use in making jewelry, coins, knives, 
 forks, etc.

Triptych A painting or carving that has three panels, typically hinged, and placed next to each other. The two  
 outer panels are designed so that they can be folded in towards the central one. This format was  
 common in altarpieces during the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.



Classroom Activities
Activity 1  |  Language Arts Connection

Ask your students to write a written reflection on what they learned on their tour. Encourage them to include at least 
three facts.  Set your own guidelines for the length and presentation of their writing by aligning with your current 
grade-level expectations

Suggested TN Standards in Writing:

W.TTP.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to analyze, synthesize, and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection and organization of content. 

W.PDW.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. 

Activity 2  |  Science Connection- Balthazar Analysis

In 2018 the Brooks acquired Balthazar, painted c. 1515 by an unknown Netherlandish artist.  Balthazar was sent to 
a conservation lab so we could learn more about it.  Conservators used a variety of tools to analyze the painting, 
including x-ray, infrared reflectograph, and photomicrographs.  Refer to the Materials and Meanings PowerPoint to 
learn more.  

Suggested TN standard in Chemistry: 

CHEM1.PS4: Waves and Their Applications in Technologies for Information Transfer 1) Using a model, explain why 
elements emit and absorb characteristic frequencies of light and how this information is used. 

Activity 3  |  Visual Arts Connection- Recycled Art 

Create a two-dimensional wall hanging using layers of recycled materials. Wire hangers make a great foundation for 
this project. Attach an assortment of recycled items from the base of the hanger using varying lengths of string or 
fishing line. Consider decorating, altering, or making something new with the recycled items! When each student’s 
art work is complete, have them assess their composition’s use of line, shape, color, form, texture, and space.  Some 
recycled materials to consider: egg cartons, Styrofoam plates, cereal boxes, junk mail, shampoo bottles, plastic bags, 
soda cans, tin foil, chipped mugs, twist ties, screws/bolts, fabric scraps, etc.

Activity 4  |  Visual Arts Connection- Triptych  

One of the art forms your students may see on the tour is a triptych- a three paneled altarpiece that can be folded 
closed.  Use the template on the last page to allow your students to design their own triptych.  It does not have to 
have religious subject matter, instead ask students to use their triptych to tell a story from their life, with each panel 
illustrating a scene and the central panel depicting the main event.  Provide scissors so your student can cut out the 
template and fold it.    

Suggested TN Standards in Visual Art

Creating: Conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work                                         
Connecting: Relating artistic ideas and work with personal meaning and external context

*Please see the following pages for student handouts*



collage

cowrie shell

found object

gold leaf

lapis lazuli

Name:

word    definintion  illustration



limestone

marble

print

silver

triptych



11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fold the outer tw
o sections inw

ards. 

Triptych Template

Use the template below to design your own triptych.  A triptych is a three paneled art work that can open 
and close. Turn your paper horizontally and decorate each section with a scene from your life.  Then cut out 
the triptych.  Fold the outer two sections inwards, so they can open and close like a book.  



Memphis Brooks Museum of Art in Overton Park

1934 Poplar Avenue | Memphis, TN 38104 | 901 544 6200 | brooksmuseum.org

Tiffany & Company, American (New York, New York), Pair of Ewers, 1891-1902, Silver, Gift of the Decorative 
Arts Trust  2001.2.1-2.


