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Greely Myatt, American (active in Memphis), b. 1952, Rug, 1997, Broom handles and mirrors, Memphis Brooks Museum of Art purchase; funds provided by the Jeniam Foundation 
2004.20a-d © Greely Myatt.

(Front Cover) 
Attributed to Lippo di Benivieni, Italian, active 1296 – 1320, The Crucifixion with Scenes from The Passion and the Life of St. John The Baptist, ca. 1315-1320, Tempera on wood panel, Gift of 
the Samuel H. Kress Foundation  61.201.



William Edmondson, American, 1874-1951, Courting Lady, ca. 1940s,  
Limestone, Gift of AutoZone, Inc.  2001.15.13 © Estate of the artist.

Lesson Plan
Grade Level: 6th - 12th grade

Number of Students: 40 maximum

TN State Standards in Art:
Standard 1.0 Media, Techniques, and Processes:
Students will understand and apply media, techniques, 
and processes.

Standard 2.0 Structures and Functions: 
Students will use knowledge of structures and 
functions.

Standard 3.0 Evaluation: 
Students will choose and evaluate a range of subject 
matter, symbols, and ideas. 

Standard 4.0 Historical and Cultural Relationships:
Students will understand the visual arts in relation to 
history and cultures.  

Standard 5.0 Reflecting and Assessing:
Students will reflect upon and assess the 
characteristics and merits of their work and the work 
of others.

Learning Standards 
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Tour Objectives

Goals of the Tour Experience
Students will explore and discuss the diverse materials that artists have used to create art and the 
various meanings associated with different media and forms.

Students will:

•  Discover how geography, values, needs, media, and technology 
affect the creation of works of art in different times and places.

• Learn that throughout history artists have innovatively used materials 
in expressing their ideas and beliefs and in making objects for a 
variety of uses.

• Observe and discuss art objects from around the world in 
order to further observation and interpretation skills.

Robert Arneson, American, 1930 – 1992, Brick Self-Portrait, 1979-1981, Ceramic, Gift of Art Today and Robert 
Fogelman, Dr. Tom Gettelfinger, Wil and Sally Hergenrader, Carla Hubbard, Mickey Laukhuff, Marjorie 
Liebman, Jan Singer and Zeno Yeates  85.7 © Estate of Robert Arneson/ VAGA , New York, NY.
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Objectives Established with Bloom’s 

Taxonomy
The learner will:

Remember Observe one work of art and identify the materials used to create it.   
 Students will brainstorm the possible reasons for the artist’s choice of  
 materials.

Understand  Discuss how various factors such as the period in history, geography, the  
 artist’s biography, and resources affect the production and meaning of  
 artworks.

Apply   Observe other art objects and discuss the relationship between the   
 materials used and the artwork’s meaning from different time periods and  
 cultures.

Analyze          Discuss the differences between artwork that was created for   
 a specific function in a certain time or place versus artwork that was  
 made as a personal, creative expression.

Evaluate      Support their interpretations of the artwork with evidence. 

Create     Create a print using an unusual material and transform it into an art work  
 that has a deeper meaning.
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Classroom Preparation Prior to Visit
Review suggested vocabulary (page 7) with students.

Discuss the museum visit with your students and share your own expectations for their 

experience.

Review Museum Guidelines with students and chaperones. 

http://www.brooksmuseum.org/school-tours#MuseumGuidelines

Websites:

1. The Brooks Museum Collection Online: This extension of the museum’s website provides 
images of art works owned by the Brooks, as well as information about each work’s: artist, 
date, medium, dimensions, and whether the work is currently on display or not.  
http://emuseum.brooksmuseum.org/

2. Identify This Art - Timeline of Art History: This website offers a concise, chronological 
overview of Western artistic movements in world history. Helpful in reviewing key artists and 
stylistic characteristics of different time periods. 
http://www.identifythisart.com/timeline-of-art-history/

3. My Modern Met – 20 Unusually Awesome Art Mediums: Get your student’s creativity flowing 
with examples of art made from quirky and unusual materials. Helpful in preparing students 
to expand their ideas about what art can be made of! WARNING: The final image in this article 
contains profane language. 
http://www.mymodernmet.com/profiles/blogs/20-unusually-awesome-art

Teacher Resources
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Suggested Vocabulary
Studying and discussing the vocabulary below, prior to your visit, can help ensure that the museum experience will 
be of benefit for your students.

Assemblage A three-dimensional composition made from a variety of materials, such as found   
 objects, paper, wood, and textiles.

Collage A work of art made from various print materials (i.e. paper, newspaper, photographs,   
 magazine pages, cardboard, and fabric) that are glued down onto a paper, canvas, or   
 board. 

Cowrie Shell   The brightly colored, shiny, porcelain-like shells of cowries (small sea snails found in   
 warm climates). These shells have historically been used as currency in several parts of   
 the world. They are also used extensively in jewelry and for other decorative/ceremonial  
 purposes.

Found Object An image or object that was not originally made to be a work of art, but has been   
 selected and exhibited by an artist as such. The Cubists, Dadaists, and Surrealists   
 originated the use of found objects as art.

Gold leaf The process of applying real gold to the panel of a frame or other object.

Lapis lazuli  A rare, semi-precious stone that has been prized since antiquity for its striking blue   
 color. This beautiful stone has been mined in the Badakhshan province of Afghanistan   
 for over 6,000 years.

Limestone A sedimentary rock that is popular for use in masonry and architecture. Limestone is a   
 key ingredient of quicklime, mortar, cement, and concrete.

Marble A type of stone traditionally used in sculpture and architecture that is dense, capable of  
 taking a high polish, and often irregularly veined/colored by impurities.

Printmaking The art or technique of creating prints (see below). This process can be used to produce  
 multiple copies of a single image or text. This method is desirable because materials   
 are affordable and the paper works produced can be easily transported, distributed, or   
 exhibited.

Print  A print is an image made from a block, plate,  or other object that is covered with ink and  
 pressed onto a flat surface (paper or textile). Most prints can be produced over and over  
 again by re-inking the printing block or plate. 

Silver A grayish-white metal that is soft and considered valuable for its use in making jewelry,   
 coins, knives, forks, etc.

Symbol  An object, sign, or abbreviation used to represent or stand for something other than   
 itself.

Triptych A painting or carving that has three panels, typically hinged, and placed next to each   
 other. The two outer panels are designed so that they can be folded in towards the   
 central one. This was common in altarpieces during the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.

Vernacular  An object or idea related to the ‘everyday’ or the ‘ordinary’.                             
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Classroom Activities
The following activities will prepare your students to further explore and engage with the materials that artists 
use and the meaning of the artwork they create. Many of these activities are purposefully open ended to fit 

each teacher’s curriculum focus and teaching style.

Activity 1  |  Language Arts Connection

Use the prompts below to engage your students in a reflective writing exercise that combines language arts 
with critical thinking. These prompts include open ended questions that allow students to reflect on the 
content of their museum tour. Set your own guidelines for the length and presentation of their writing by 
aligning with your current grade-level expectations. 

Writing Prompts

• How do artists use different media to relay a specific message in their work?

• If tomorrow you discovered that a classical work of art was made from found objects, rather than paint 
or marble, would this change your feelings or interpretation of the artwork? Why?

•  Is a viewer’s interpretation of a work as valid as the artist’s interpretation?

•  Should there be a relationship between the cost of an artwork’s media and the monetary value of the 
artwork itself? (ie Should an artwork made from an expensive material (such as marble) sell at a higher 
price than artwork made from found objects (such as recycled milk jugs)?

Suggested Common Core Standards in Writing:

Writing 
Grades 6-12: 1, 2, 4, and 5

Activity 2  |  Social Studies Connection

As a class, brainstorm some resources that can be found naturally or that are manufactured in Tennessee. 
Start with items found in nature (examples: shingle oak bark, limestone, white-tail deer hide, dogwood 
blossoms, etc.), then discuss industry related items that are made in Tennessee (examples: Fed-Ex shipping 
labels, Kellogg’s cereal boxes, Bridgestone tires, Coca Cola aluminum cans, Nissan car frames, etc.).

Now, divide students into groups of 3-4, then assign each group one of the industrial products they’ve 
identified as being made in Tennessee. Using the internet, prompt each group to find examples of art 
work made from materials that are similar to their assigned product. At the end of class, ask each group to 
present the art examples they have discovered.

This activity can be used as an introductory activity for lessons including the following standards: 

Suggested Tennessee State Standards in United States History and Geography: 
Grades 9-12:1, 7, 32, and 82

Suggested Tennessee State Standards in Economics:
Grades 9-12: 1, 45, and 54



Activity 3  |  Science Connection

Explore the ‘Examination Methods and Scientific Terms’ section of the University of Delaware’s art 
conservation webpage (link below). Discuss how science and art can work together in conservation.

http://www.artcons.udel.edu/about/kress

Suggested Tennessee State Standards in Physical Science & Ecology: 
Grades 9-12: Inq.1, T/E.1, 

Activity 4  |  Visual Arts Connection

Create a two-dimensional wall hanging using layers of recycled materials. Wire hangers make a great 
foundation for this project. Attach an assortment of recycled items from the base of the hanger using 
varying lengths of string or fishing line. Consider decorating, altering, or making something new with 
the recycled items! When each student’s art work is complete, have them assess their composition’s use 
of line, shape, color, form, texture, and space.

Recycled objects to consider: egg cartons, Styrofoam plates, cereal boxes, junk mail, shampoo bottles, 
plastic bags, soda cans, tin foil, CD’s/cassette tapes, chipped mugs,  twist ties, screws/bolts, fabric 
scraps, etc.

Suggested Tennessee State Standards in Visual Art: 
Grades 6-12: 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 5.1 
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Chakaia Booker, American, b. 1953, Untitled, 2002, Rubber tire and wood, Memphis Brooks Museum of Art purchase; 
funds provided by Wil and Sally Hergenrader 2006.33, © Chakaia Booker.



Memphis Brooks Museum of Art in Overton Park

1934 Poplar Avenue | Memphis, TN 38104 | 901 544 6200 | brooksmuseum.org

Tiffany & Company, American (New York, New York), Pair of Ewers, 1891-1902, Silver, Gift of the Decorative 
Arts Trust  2001.2.1-2.


